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ART. xxx1v. 4 critical expofition of the ninth chapter of the 


epiftle to the Romans, as far as it is fuppofed to relate to thé 


doérine of predeftination. By J. Fawcett. 8vo. 1s. Noon. 


more perverted, than the ninth chapter of the epiftle 
to the Romans, or from which doétrines have been 
raifed more injurious to the character of the Supreme Gover- 
nor of the univerfe, whofe nature is love, and goodnefs itfelf. 
Our author, in the piece now before us, endeavours to give 
the true fenfe of this chapter, and to clear it from the odium 
of a-doétrine, which reprefents the FATHER OF MERCIEs 
as a cruel, capricious, and arbitrary Being. In order to this, 
he takes a view, by way of introduétion, of the general {cope 
of the whole epiftle, and efpecially of what he calls the moft 
{peculative part of it, as contained in the firft eleven chapters. 
The apoftle’s grand defign throughout the whole, he tells us, 
is to explain and eftablifh the chriftian doctrine of ju/tification, 
or the righteoufne/s of God, which ts by faith of Fefus Chrift unto 
all, and upon all them that believe. 
‘ For which purpofe the apo/i/e, fays he, begins, in the fir? 
‘ chapter, -with confidering the cafe of the Gentiles, whom he 
* fhews to have miferably deviated from the law of Nature. 
‘ He then goes on, in the /econd, to confider the cafe of the 
Vou. VU, R ‘ Fewi, 
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* Fews, whom he likewife proves to be guilty of tranfgreffing 
« the law of Adofes; and thence concludes, in the third, that 
¢ as both Fews and Gentiles were all under fin, they could 
‘ therefore neither of them be ju/fified by the feveral laws they 
“ were under, by both of which they feverally ftood con- 
© demned, and from which condemnation they could only be 
* freed by that gracious law of faith, which God had equally 
* propounded for the ju/fification of all men, whether ews or 
© Gentiles, without any difference. It was by this method, as 
« he fhews, in the fourth, that Abraham himfelf, the great 
* father of the faithful, was juftified ; and that it was not his 


' © keeping the law of circumcifion, but his faith, that was im- 


© puted to him for righteoufnefs, as it likewife fhall be unto us, 
© if we believe on him that ratfed up Fefus.our Lord from the 
© dead, whe-was delivered for our offences, and raifed again 
‘ for our juftification. Which very method, fays he, chapter 
‘ the fifth, is the moft agreeable that can be to the manner in 
© which we firft fell: for, as it was by the offence of one, to'wit, 
© Adam, that the judgment firft came upon all men unto condem- 
* nation of death ; fo the wifdom of God has appointed,’ that 
© it thall be by the righteoufnefs of one, even Chriff, that the 
“ free gift fhall come upon all men unto juftification of life. He 

© then goes on, in the /ixth, to guard againft fome abu/es, 

© which fome ill-difpofed perfons might be ready to make of 
this doétrine, as if, becaufe they were not under the daw, 

but under grace, they might therefore continue in fin: which 
he effectually anfwers, by fhewing that this does not follow; 
becaufe the law of faith, or of grace, tho’ it was fuch in- 

deed as would juftify /finners, or elfe none could be juftified 
by it, yet was not fuch as would juftify on any fuch terms 
as thefe. For, Know ye not, fays he, that to whom ye yield 
yourfelves fervants to obey, bis fervants ye are to whom ye obey ; 

whether of fin unto death, or of obedience unto righteoufne/s, 
or the attaining to juftification? He then again proceeds 
further, in the /eventh chapter, to addrefs himfelf more pe- 
culiarly to his ewifh brethren, and to fhew the infufficien- 

cy of their law to ju/fify, by taking upon himfelf the chae 
ractet of a perfon under it, and of one really defirous to at- 

tain to be ju/tified by it; and by fhewing, that how willing 

foever any perfon might be to fu/fil it; yet fuch, in fac, 

was the weaknefs of human nature, that the Jaw in the 
members would war againft that of the mind, and often bring 
him into captivity to the law of fin, infomuch that after his 
utmoft endeavours, he would have reafon at laft to cry out, 

© O wretched man that Iam! whe foall deliver me from — 
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© body of this death? and to rejoice at being able,to fubjoin, as. 
© the apo/tle here does, J thank God, through Fefus Corift our 
‘ Lord. The eighth chapter contains inferences from the afore- 

< faid do&trine, together with fome rapturous and triumphant 

‘ expreffions of the happy condition of cbriffians, and the glo- 

‘ rious hopes and profpects fet before them. The xinth, tenth, 

& and eleventh, are a continued vindication of the fame dog¢- 
* trine againft certain objections, which either were, of were 
‘ likely to be, made againft it; and he begins to conclude, 
© qn the twelfth, as his manner is in his other epiféles, with 
© exhortations to, and inffrudtions for, an holy and chrifitan 
© life.’ : 

Having briefly confidered the apo/tle’s defign in the whole, 
he now proceeds to apply himfelf more directly to that chapter. 
which is the miore immediate fubjeét of his argumient: but as 
we cannot give our readers a clear view of what he has ad- 
vanced, without tranfgreffing the bounds we muft affign to 
this article, wé fhall content ourfelves with laying before 
them what he fays on thofe words —Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the fame lump to make one veffél to ho- 
nour, and another to difhonour ? 

¢ The afferters of the doétrine of an abjilute predeftination, 
© fays he, have always looked upon this as a fhining proof 
of it; and as they take it for certain, that the apofle is 
here on that fubject, it is but taking the liberty to fubftitute 
God for the potter, the earth for the clay, and mankind for 
the weféls here mentioned of honour and difhonour, and the 
fenfe, without more ado, will arife as follows :—Hath not 
God a power over the earth, out of which he made man- 
kind, {fo as that out of the fame lump of it he may lawfully 
make fome for everlafting life and glory; and others again, 
on the other hand, for fhame, and eternal deftruG@iion? But, 
notwithftanding their confidence, that this is the genuine 
fenfe of thefe words, there are not wanting, on the other 
fide, as great, and as learned interpreters, who are every 
way as cenfident, that this is not the fenfe of them; and 
that they were never intended for any fuch purpofe. And 
it is certainly a rule to be obferved in all cafes of this kind, 
not fo much to regard what fenfe the words will bear, as 
what is the fenfe they were intended to bear; not what 
pretty conclufions the wit of man may draw from them, 
but what is really the end and defign of them in the place 
under confideration : which in this, as in moft other cafes, 
muft be drawn from confulting the context, or the reafon 
and nature of things. Let us examine them therefore by 

R:z © this 
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this rule, and let us fee what the iflue and event will be. 
We find them then brought in by way of anfwer to the ob- 
jeGtion, Why does he yet find fault ? which, though built, as 
we have feen, upon fal/e and erroneous principles, yet, as it 
takes upon it to cenfure what it at the fame time allows is 
God’s doing, the apo/ile therefore anfwers, in the firft place, 
with the reproof we have juft been confidering ; to which 
he adds, as a further reply, the words before us. He had 
made ufe of one comparifon already, in order to fhew the 
impropriety of rep/ying againft God in this manner; and he 
now further confirms it by a fecond, which is taken from 
the unqueftionable power which a potter has over his clay, fo 
as to make of it either veflels of onour, or of di/honour, as 
he himfelf pleafes, without being any way guilty of injuftice 
in it. Has not the potter, fays the apoftle, this power ? Sure 
he has. It was never difputed: nor was he ever objected to, 
or complained of, for it. 

¢ Well, but what is the inference, you will be ready to afk, 
from this, if it be not, that God has as full and as abfolute 
power, to make what find of veffels he pleafes out of the 
yet unform’d majs of mankind, as the potter has out of his 
yet unfhapen clay? ‘This indeed is an inference which the 
words will bear ; but does not fuit with the above objection, 
which does not relate to the juftice of God in creation, 
(which was not the thing in debate), but to his wifdom 
and juftice in dealing with hardened finners, and that have 
been hardened, as the obje&tion fuppofes, by his own irreé- 
fifible will. This is plainly the point the apofle is here 
upon; and for the illufiration of which, we mutt therefore 
in reafon conclude, the cafe of the potter is here introduced : 
which, left we fhould not be able to apply aright, as has in 


_faét been too much the cafe, the ap/fle himfelf has there- 


fore applied it for us in the words which immediately follow, 
which fhould be conneéted with thefe, as they are in the 
original text, and read in this manner: Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the fame iump to make one veffel to hi- 
nour, and another to difbonour ? (Ei de Sirw 6 Ozis)) And what 
if God, being willing to fhew his wrath, and to make bis power 
known, has exdured with much long-fuffering the veffels of 
wrath fitted to, (or for) defirudtion ? Which words, well 
weighed, exhauft the whole objection, and are indeed the 
fame anfwer for fubftance with that we have heretofore given, 


. will clearly appear from the following view of the fenfe of 
them, 


¢ Hath 
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* Hath not the porter, fays the apofile, not God, or the 
‘ heavenly potter, but the potter him/elf, any common or of 
© dinary potter, a power over his clay, to make of the very 
fame /ump, if he pleafes, one veffel to honour, for comely and 
honourable purpofes ; and another, if he pleafes, to difbcncur, 
© for ufes lefs feemly and honourable ? Does any man object 
© againft this? was he ever complained of, or found fault 
‘ with, for t? And what, therefore, if Gad (that we may 
* argue from the //s to the greater, what if he) fhould be 
‘ willing to make his pewer known, not indeed in the very 
< fame manner that the potter does with regard to his c/ay, but 
© in a manner as juf?, or rather /e/s exceptionable ; what if hey 
© being willing to make his power known againft fuch ve/fels 
© of wrath as already are fit for deffrudtion, fhall endure fuch 
¢ 
€ 
. 
‘ 
6 
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veflels as thefe with much long-/uffering, though they fhould 
prove to be hardened by this, as Pharaoh was, and as it free 
quently comes to pafs that /imners are, and thereby fitted 
for yet greater vengeance? Is God therefore unjuf? in ens 
during them with much /ong-/uffering ? Does this any way 
irrefiftibly harden them? or deftroy his juft right to complaiz 
of them? Does he any thing in this cafe, that is any way 
unfit or improper? Mutt he forbear to give /pace for repens 
© tance, only becaufe ob/xate finners will often increafe their 
‘ guilt by it? May he not, on the contrary, very ju/tl find faule 
¥& with fuch objeéis as thefe ? Objed?s long of his mercy and grace, 
‘ tho’ at laft of his merited wrath, yet never till fit for de- 
¢ ftruction ; and feldom or never referved for remarkable vens 
© geance, till, tho’ fit for deftruction before, they have been 
© neverthelefs endured with much long-fuffering, and the gates 
© of repentance have been ftill kept open, till patience, void of 
* hope, could bear no longer, If it ever be fit that God fhould 
* /hew his wrath, can it ever be fitter than it is in fuch cafes 
‘ as thefe? What if God, willing therefore to fhew his 
* wrath, and to make his power known, has endured with 
© much fong fuffering the veflels of wrath already fit for dee 
‘ ftruction, tho’ with this defign, that, if they ftill continue 
* to abufe his patience, they fhall fuffer more /ignally for it? 
* Has he not an evident right to do this, and to find fault 
© with, and punifh, fuch as thus abufe it, when they both may 
* and ought to be led to repentance by it? 
‘ This is plainly the fum of the apo/fle’s argument ; and it 
* fo entirely enervates the above objeéfion, as that all further 
« reply to it muft be whally needlefs. But you will be ready, 
€ very likely, to object, Is this all that the apoff/e “intended, 
$ by bringing in this fmilitude? See yourfelf if you ¢an find 
R 3 | * that 
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© that he has really made any more w/e of it. “That others indeed 
* have made more of it, is not difputed. But it certainly may 
© juftly be afked, By what authority ? or what right they can 
* thew for rejecting the application which the apoftle himfelf 
* has here given us, and fubiticuting one of their own in the 
© room of it? For, that this is really the apoftle’s application 
© of it, does not only appear from the connexion mentioned, 
* from its being evidently brought in as an anfwer to the 
© Fewi/b objection, and from the manifeft agreement of phra/e 
* with regard to the veffels here fpoken of; but alfo, in that, 
© without this connexion, the fenfe of the ‘words is imperfec?. 
© For, What if God willing to do this or that, is in itfelf.a 
< Jame and an imperfeé? fentence, and fuch as calls for a fup- 
“ ply to it from the verfe preceding, in order to perfeét and 
© complete the fenfe of it: whereas, add but the words here 
“ made ufe of concerning the potter, Hath he not power to do 
‘ fo or i ? and the fenfe i is perfectly compleat at once: Hath 
© not the potter power over the clay, to make veffels to honour, or 
© difbonur? And what therefore if God, being willing to 
© fhew his wrath, and tomake his power known, has endured 
€ with much long-fuffering the veflels of wrath that were fitted 
© before for deftruction? Has he not as equitable a power to 
¢ do this, as the power you grant to the potter over his clay? 
© Has he not a right to fhew his wrath, and to make his 
© power known on hardened finners, whom he has endured 
© with much long-fuffering, and which the /cripture teaches us 
“ to account falvation, though it be ju/tly likewife a caufe of 
‘ greater ruin, where men continue to /aght and abuft 
© it: 
‘ If it be ftill faid, that the /imilstude of the potter is ca- 
pable of proving a great deal more than this; I anfwer, 
Suppofe it be. The queftion is not concerning the ufes 
which poffibly may be made of it; but concerning the ufe 
which the apo/fle here bas made of it. Be it therefore, that 
the cafe of the potter may be capable of yielding fuch an 
inference a8 you would draw from it; it is, however, plain, 
that the apc/tle himfelf makes no more ule of it, than tq 
thew the wi/donr and juftice of God in finding fault with 
fuch as are hardened by the abufe of much /ong-/uffering, 
and in making his power more fgnally known, for that 
caufe, in their utter de left ution. Wy 
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Art. xxxv. Principles of religion: or, Reafon convinced of. 
the truth of Chriftianity. Being reflections on the law of Na- 
ture. the Mofaic law, and the Chriftian religion. Written 
by the prefent bifhcp of Puy ; and carefully tranflated from 
the French. «2mo. 28. 6d. Cave. . 


3 


His (mall, but fenfible, performance contains a variety of 
_ plain, eafy, and ufeful: reflections on natural and revealed 


- religion ; and is defigned to lead thofe who are pre,udiced againft 








chriftianity to the belief of it, and to the practice of thofe du- 
ties which it enjoins. The ingenious author has thrown his 
refletions into the form of foliloquies, the more: fenfibly to 
ftrike the minds of his readers, who by this means are led to 
look upon them as their own. As a fpecimen of his manner, 
we (hall prefent our readers with his reflections on Man’s 
origin ; which are as follow: | 
© What fays it? or, rather, What fays it not? Already it 
recalls me to myfelf. So many years ago I was nothing. 
I am: Who gave me being? Could chance form fo fair 
awork? Is chance any thing?. Is it not non-entity? If 
it be nothing, then it could not produce me. If it be fome- 
thing, is it known? Is it not fo? If it‘be known, let them 
fhew us in chance more than a name fit to hide our igno- 
rance. If it be unknown, why do we reafon about it? 
And why do we make the moft beauteous work of the uni- 
verfe to depend on an imaginary being? Can I reafonably 
attribute to chance the //iad of HoMER, or VIRGIL’s 
fEneid ? Who dares affert chance could have formed thofe 
lofty piles, which ferve to immertalize the princes who 
caufed their conftruction, and to render the cities they ftand 
in famous? Am not | fomething more wonderful than all 
thofe works? Are not the frame of my body, the con- 
neétion of all its parts, the exquifite delicacy of its organs, 
its relations with the circumambient air, the light that illu- 
minates it, the founds that ftrike it, the colours that recreate 
it, and all the other bodies that ferve for its prefervation 
incomparably more ftupendous than all the works of men! 
Chance, that could not produce thofe fleeting ftru@tures 
which contribute fomewhat to the glory of men, could not 
then produce me. 
* Still Dlive. Whom did they who gave me life receive 
itfrom? Is an eternal feries of men poffible? Does the 
$ nature of men require that fome fhould always have been, 
* who were never produced by any foreign hand?) Why 
: R 4 § fhould 
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fhould that eternal, independent nature leave fo much cor- 
ruption in every individua]? A nature, which. owes its 
exiftence only to itfelf, ought to be boundlefs in its per- 
feftions. What fuperior caufe could prefcribe its limits ? 
Can there be even any caufe fuperior to human nature, if 
that nature exifts neceffarily and by itfelf? That nature, 
fuppofed effential and independent in its exiftence, ought 
then to be fo in its perfeétions. 

¢ But, alas! ftill in men, what ignorance, what weak- 
nefs, what mifery ! That mighty animal, deftined to com- 
mand others, is born. Nature is rather a ftep-mother than 
a mother to him. Infancy feems to blend him with the 
beafts. He appears diftinguifhed from them only by the 
fhape. Scarce begins he to know himfelf, but one remarks 
in him a frightful mixture of ferocity and weaknefs. He 
defires to be the mafter of all that environs him; and all 
that environs him commands his idolatrous heart. Reafon 
places him above other animals; and no animal was ever 
fo violent an enemy to order, or more fubjeét to paffion, 
than man. His life fuffices not to fill his mind with every 
{cience, yet nothing he fees can content his heart. ‘Tears, 
difgufts, chagrin, difquiet, forrow, all parcel out his life ; 
haydly does he tafte any fhadow of pleafure therein, and 
death comes always too foon, to end his joys and grief by 
the crueleft of all griefs. 

¢ Who can, by thefe ftrokes, perceive an independent, con- 
fequently an infinitely, perfect nature? And yet, by thefe 
ftrokes, who can miftake human nature? It then has not 
for its lot an eternal fucceflion that may own no foreign 
caufe. ? 

* Befides, can we fuppofe it probable, that men, during 
numberlefs ages, would not have tranfmitted to pofterity, 
by writing or other monuments, the moft interefting deeds 
of each nation? Could fo many nations have been funk 
in fo great an ignorance, or fo great anegligence? At leaft, 
in fuch a feries of time, might not enlightened ages have 
fucceeded ages of barbarity and darknefs? In thofe golden 
ages, might not men have done fomething fimilar to what 
has been done within thefe four thoufand years paft? Could 
not they have produced fome one in each nation who might 
have taken a pleafure to extol its glory in his writings? 
Could that defire of immortalizing one’s nation, or one’s 
felf, have commenced in men, but with Mofes, or the an- 
tient Egyptians? Could the efforts of men, to tranfmit 
their actions to us, have been rendered ufclelefs by fome 
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§ deluge that had been the caufe of almoft all mortals perifh- 
* ing with their books or monuments? ' 
¢ But what hiftory, not fabulous, fpeaketh of a new uni- 
¢ verfal deluge? That of Add/es is the only one which fpeaketh 
< of any, vefted with an antiquity fuitable only to itlelf; for 
¢ all other hiftories are pofterior to it, and have thence drawn 
© all the verifimility they contain. Why may we not believe 
© that fact recorded in the writings of M/ofes, with all its cir- 
¢ cumftances? And, if he deferve credit as to that fact, 
* why may he not, when he fpeaketh of the world’s creation ? 
© What reafon can I have to believe he deceived me, or was 
¢ minded to deceive me, by telling me every thing we fee 
© came from the hands of God? When faéis are evident, 
¢ ought I to reafon about poffibilities? Be it poffible God 
¢ might have created the world from all eternity, I know it 
¢ not; ftill the world would have always had an author. 
* That God was able to make it {pring from nothing, many 
© thoufand ages ago, no one doubts: but may I| thence con- 
¢ clude he did fo? Ought I to believe it on the faith of the 
¢ ineredulous, who advance it without proof? And was it 
¢ ever proved, that monuments, or writings more antient 
¢ than thofe of AMo/es, or, if you will, morz antient than 
© Adam, had been fwallowed up by an univerfal deluge? 
¢ Have we any certain monuments that {peak of thofe imagi- 
© nary times invented by the Pre-Adamites? And ought not 
‘ the fhuffling evafions, the cavils, the want of proof, the 
© filence even of the Chinefe, when we prefs them to prove 
¢ that immemorial antiquity they boaft of, to raife, at leaft, 
¢ a doubt in the breaft of the incredulous, who- would: fain 
© look on that people as much more antient than Adam ? 
¢ O wretched rcfource of libertinifm! reduced to fearch for 
* arms in the darknefs of idolatry, to combat the faith of fo 
¢ many people and fo many ages! ‘This reafoning to me ap- 
¢ pears conclufive: no authentic deed, no true hiftory, afferts 
$ the world exifted ten or twenty thoufand years ago; it there- 
$ fore exifted not yet, it then has not always been. The 
* moft antient hiftory fpeaketh of the world’s origin; the 
$ world then has had a beginning. 
* The univerfe then is not eternal ; then human nature hzs 
no infinite fucceffion ; and a being, different from ever 
thing I fee, did then produce man, and all that fiteounde 
him. Iam indebted to it for what] am. How powerful 
is that Supreme Being! All nature is its handy work! If 
its creatures are fo fair to behold, what muit itfelf be! How 
charming the order in that great whole which encompatfies 
‘ * me, 
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me, and in every part that compounds it! What provi- 
dence, what wifdom centers in the Author thereof! So 
potent a Creator could not commence to be, fince he could 
not have been able to exift; for, being himfelf the Fir 
Caufe, he cannot poffibly have any ; independent in his ex- 
iftence, infinite in his perfections, nothing could limit him: 
he cannot then be matter; for, if he were matter, how 
could he be endowed with all perfections, fince matter is 
incapable of them? The Creator of the univerfe ought to 
be eternal in his duration, immenfe in his extent, infallible 
in his prefcience, abfolute in his decrees, juft in his laws, 
rich in his rewards, fevere in his chaftifements, omnipotent 
in all his works. It is reafon difcovers thefe truths, how 
can I miftake them? 
¢ How then could I think that Supreme Being either con- 
cerned not itfelf with human actions, or approved of them 
all as the pure effects of nature ? for, finallv, it is that Bee 
ing which put into men thofe fo juft ideas of good and evil ; 
reafon tells me, that thofe effentially true ideas ought to be 
in him who created men. He then knoweth good and 
evil. Is it not a good to obey juft and holy laws! Is it 
not an evil to violate them? Cannot God fee the good ° 
and che evil in creatures whom he every moment preferves? 
Can he fee the good without loving it, and loving the 
creatures who do it? Can he fee the evil without hating it, 
and detefting them who commit it? Can he love a rea- 
fonable creature, and not defire its happinefs? And can 
he defire its happinefs, without procuring it to that crea- 
ture, fo long as it may be worthy thereof? Alas! if that 
being is infinitely perfe, ought he not to be the tendereft 
father, and the moft equitable prince ? Would a tender 
and powerful father neglect to reward children, whofe con- 
ftant care is the doing what he approves of ? But may not 
a juft father, an equitable prince, chaftife children and fub- 
jects that fhould commit, in his fight, what he condemns, 
what he detefts? Shall hatred for evil, in an Omnipotent 
Being have lefs power to punifh it, than its love for what 
is good hath to reward them who do it? Ought not juftice, 
fo refpectable in men, to be eminently in him who infpired 
them with it? And where could we find that juftice, were 
virtue difregarded by the Moft High, and unrewarded, and 
vice unpunifhed? But, if vice be neceflarily punifhable, 
what have not J to fear? Great God! how could I hither- 
to forget, or rather contemn thy juftice! How blind 
was I, not to fee, in every ftep I made in vice, 1 offended 
4 ‘ an 
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an infinitely perfe&t Being, who faw and could punifh me! 
Could I excufe myfelf on the want of liberty, and believe 
man deprived thereof? Had they, who were for infpiring 
me with thefe fentiments, themfelves any deep fenfe of 
them? Did they only defire liberty had nevér been in 
man, that he might deferve neither reproach nor punifh- 
ment? or, did they really believe man was not free? Let 
us examine. 

‘ There are fome queftions, whofe folution cannot be 
¢*come at but by a fequel of many arguments. Does that of 
‘ liberty need any? And would not too fubtle reafoning be 
‘ rather the means of confounding it? I confult all men, 
¢ the ignorant, the learned, the wife, the libertine; I find 
them all perfe&tly perfuaded of their liberty, none of them 
doubting thereof in the common courfe of life: they adtu- 
ally all know they could have left undone the evil they 
have done, and which they bewail; or that they; could 
¢ have done the good they have omitted, or have omitted the 
¢ good they have happily atchieved. Behold what afflicts or 
$ confoles them! Such is the ordinary fubject of their re- 
* gret, defpair, anger, or joy. Were the man, to whom 
¢ every thing in. the world appears neceflary, told, that his 
* {poufe had failed in her fidelity, his children had machinated 
his death, his fervants had fpoiled him of part of his fub- 
ftance, and that his fincereft friends had forfaken him ; 
would he regard all thofe calamities as the effects of a fatal 
neceffity ? Would he think of his fpoufe, children, fer- 
vants, friends, only as he would of a clock, which, after 
having been long ufeful, fhould begin to go out of time, 
and become expenfive to him; or as he would of a dog, 
delicately fed, that fhould be fick and bite him? Would 
he calmly receive the excufes, or reafons rather, of thofe 
perfons, who, to confole him, fhould affirm that all their 
$ actions were the effects of dire neceffity? Yet how could 
he refufe to receive that reafon which becomes veri- 
ly juft, if his fpoufe, children, fervants, friends, could 
* not poffibly avoid doing what they did? He could not, 
§ according to his own fyftem, reproach them, fince what 
* depends not on us, fhould merit us neither reproach nor 
$ compliment. Yet will he refent; his philofophy will for- 
“ fake him, and he will be forced, in the excefs of his com- 
¢ plaint, paffion, and chagrin, to allow, in thofe perfons that 
¢ abufed him, an entire perfect liberty, which vain fubtilties 
$ had very near deprived him the fight of. What folly is it 
f not to admit atruth, fo neceflary, that none without it can 
© reafonatly 
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reafonably reprimand, advife, decree chaftifements, propofe 
rewards; a truth, in fine, whereon the whole order of focie- 
ty is founded ?. 

* Re-entering then into myfelf, I there find that very truth 
engraved ; | fee it is the principal mover in my doubts, in 
my deliberations. Ido not doubt, nor deliberate, on the 
important actions of my life, on the means of doing them, 
on their happy or unhappy confequences, but in fuppofing 
I-can determine myfelf thereto, or remain as I was before 
all thofe reflections. The idea of my liberty is always "fo 
prefent to my mind, that it influenceth all my aétions, 
No one ever infpired me with it, I never learned it, and 
I fee it common to all men, and as antient as the world, 
Notwithftanding all the efforts of the human mind to over- 
fet it, practice hath always bely’d fpeculation. Vain fight ! 
to fee men, borne down by the current of a rapid river, and 
deftitute of all fuccour, ferioufly deliberating whether they 
fhall follow it, or not! Such men would be without 
liberty. , 
© What appearance of reafon then could, at any time, in- 
duce them to call in queftion fo conftant a truth? Could 
liberty in men be unworthy the Creator? : 
* Man, it is true, might have been created in a ftate more 
perfect than that he was at firft placed in. But-was God, 
in order to aét in a manner becoming his wifdom, obliged 
to create him in that ftate? Mauft he, to a& as God, be 
always obliged to act in the perfe&teft manner, when he is 
pleafed to draw any creature from nothing? Muft that 
creature, in order to be his work, be as compleat and as 
happy as it poffibly can be? Would not that principle, 
once admitted, entirely reduce God to the impoffibility 
of ever producing any at all; fince, whatever degree of 
goodnefs I may fuppofe in a creature, God can augment it, 
and could have enriched it with a higher degree of happinefs 
or perfection? So, when] confider the divinity, below it 
I fee infinite degrees of imperfections, and in it infinite de- 
grees of perfections ; on both fides they are two immenfe 
oceans, which put infinite diftance between it and the crea- 
ture. From whatever imperfection God may have deli- 
vered his creature, ftill an infinity of them remains for 
him ; and to whatever perfection God may raife it, ftill 
numberlefs degrees of perfeétion remain whereto he may 
always raife it. Had the firft man been created in a ftate of 
happinefs whence he could not have poffibly fallen, that de- 
gree of perfection would have made him defirous of a mofe 
© elevated 
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elevated one: but was there any thing unworthy the Crea- 
tor in the ftate he was created in? Drawn from nothing 
he exifted, he poffeffed life to the exclufion of fo many in- 
animate beings, he found himfelf dittinguifhed and above the 
beafts by reafon, which eftablifhed him king of all nature ; 
capable of knowing and loving the Supreme Being, he 
could merit its graces, refign himfelf wholly to its fervice, 
obferve its laws, and merit infinite rewards ; his lot was in 
his own hands; the great threatenings difcovered to him the 
enormity of fin; the great promifes fhewed him the blef- 
fings ever infeparable from piety; affifted by his God he 
might have fecured his happinefs. Is not fuch a ftate 
worthy the Being that eftablithed ic? And, if the firft 
man did therein forget his Creator, ought his Creator to 
anfwer for the ingratitude? And fhall his wifdom ceafe 
to deferve our praife and our love, becaufe it fhall have 
exacted of man a free obedience, and becaufe it fhal! have 
fuffered him to become ungrateful ? We are fallen, at is 
true, from that firft innocence; but we have being, life, 
reafon, the knowledge of him who is willing to render us 
happy, and who gives us the hope of pofleffing him: our pro- 
penfity to evil is, indeed, great; but we have great examples, 
and great graces. We are threatened with dreadful woes if 
we be unfaithful to our God; but he is to reward our fide- 
lity to him with infinite bleffings. Is not fuch a ftate great? 
Is it not confiftent with the wifdom of the Moft High ? 
And ought our wilful perdition to caft any refleGtion upon 
Providence ? God, in a word, created man; none doubts 
it: man is free; nature proclaims it: “Then liberty in man 
is not unworthy the Moft High. 

© I conceive that nothing, but libertinifm of the mind and 
the heart, could have been able, at any time, to engage 
men to fhut their eyes againft fo evident atruth. Alas! I 
remember it well, my heart engaged in vice, hugged its 
chains, and, to ftifle my remorfe, I could have wifhed my 
flavery had been infurmountable ; I defired to become forci- 
bly calpable, and that chimerical neceflity charmed me much, 
but it quickly difappeared, and I felt, in the depth of my 
foul, that I had a power not to do what I every day did; I 
yet feel it more than ever, and I acknowledge, by adherin 
to the light of reafon, that man cannot excufe himfelf on 
account of the want of liberty, fince he is forced to feel it 
in himfelf, that there are good, and that there are bad aéti- 
ons, and that God, from whom nothing can poffibly be hid, 
feeth thefe to punith them, and thofe to reward them. 
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¢ Let us follow fuch pure light. It is, then, this God wha, 
* formed me, fince he alone formed the whole univerfe. If 
© I be his work, then am I made for his glory. The more [. 
* confider him, either in himfelf, or with regard to me, the 
* more do I feel myfelf inclined to fear, to adore, to love 
© him. 

¢ I know not what interior fentiment engageth me to be- 
© lieve I am fomething more than all I behold that is not man. 
© All nature feems to be made for me. The air, which 
© makes me to breathe, preferves my life; it tranfporteth 

founds to my ears, and carrieth light to my eyes, om ys with 
it, all thofe colours whofe infinite variety doth amufe, re- 
create, ravifh us. The water, the animals, the fky, and 
the earth, produce every thing that can contribute to ren- 
der my life commodious and happy. But, if nature is 
made for me, I ought not to be its flave. Ought I to 
depend on what ferves to my ufe? Nevertheleis, is not 
the employing all the moments of life in queft of pleafures, 
of honours, and of riches, and the regarding them as the 
principal {cope of all our labours, depending on it? What 
folly is it to facrifice one’s health, one’s quiet, one’s honour, 
to riches that mutt be left to others! or to pleafures one can- 
not take without difguft, and often without regret! I have 
been too long their flave; and, by abafing myfelf below 
what is lefs than myfelf, I have afflicted and difhonoured a 
part of myfelf which I frequently would have confounded 
with my body. How many times did I defire, in the ex- 
cefs of my diforders, that what I called my foul, might be 
but fome fubtle matter, or the effect of the arrangement of 
all the parts of my body! I wifhed even to confound 
myfelf with animals; and my extreme blindnefs let me fee 
nothing but the difference of the organs in men and beafts: 
Was I in the right ? And did not the fame error which 
had engaged me to with for a God void of juftice and pro- 
vidence, engage me alfo to wifh I had not had a foul diftin+ 
guifhed from the body? I cannot better judge of that errors 
© than in thoroughly confulting myfelf. | fr : 
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Art. xxxvi. The Heans of ILtustRious Persons of 


Gréat Britain, with their Liv gs and CHARACTERS. 
By Thomas Birch, 4. M@. F. R. S. Vol. Il. Folio. 
11. 16s. in fheets, and 21. 6s. bound, the large imperias 
paper. Or, 188. in fheets, aud 11. 33. bound, the fmaller 
paper. J. and P. Knapton. : 


HE public was fome years ago obliged to meff. Knaptons 
for the firft volume of this elegant work, which hath 
fuffitiently fpoken for, and recommended itfelf. “The execu- 
tion of the plates has been deemed excellent, particularly thofe 
engraved by the ingenious mr. Houbraken, who for the bold- 
nefs of his ftile, and the vivacity and richnefs of his expreflion, 
is univerfally admired, and is perhaps without an equal, in 
his own*, or any other country: Gravelot, Vertue, and others, 
the beft hands in this kingdom, have alfo been employed in 
the courfe of this undertaking. This fecond volume contains 
28 heads +, of which 23 are by Houbraken ; and mr. Grave- 
dot is the inventor ot the ornaments. ‘The engravings are 
copied after the original paintings of the beft mafters that Ez- 
rope has produced, whofe names are refpectively mentioned at 
the bottom of the feveral plates, with the names alfo of the 
poffeffors of fuch originals. | 
As it is impoffible for us to give {pecimens of any produc- 
tions in this moft ingenious and delightful art, our readers muft 
admit our attempts to characterife them whenever they fall in 
our way, (as the article now before us certainly does, on ac- 
count of the biographical part) or they muft refort, for fur- 
ther fatisfaction, to the works themfelves. However, it is not 
foreign to eur province, to lay before fuch of our readers as have 
not feen any part of this undertaking, an idea of the manner 
in which mr. Birch has executed the lives and characters. 
Thefe are very brief compendiums, each life being, by the 
plan of the work, contraéted within the narrow allotment of 
two pages, or one leaf, to each engraving; by which means 
the volumes are interleaved throughout, with the copper- 
platés: to which the hiftorical accounts are only defigned as 
a fubordinate and explicatory addition. 


It 

* Holland. 
t+ The price of the Firft Volume, which contains 80 heads, 
with the lives and characters by, mp. Birch, is 51. in theets, or 
51. tos. bound and lettered, for the larze paper ; «ni zl. 105. ie 
theets, or 21. 15s. for the fmaller paper. 
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It is probable that books of fuch a confiderable price as the 
are fold at, have not yet fallen into the hands of a great num- 
ber of our readers; who, therefore, we are perfuaded, will 
not be difpleafed at our informing them who the perfonages 
are, who are the fubjeéts of both volumes. 


In the fir volume, then, we have the following 8o illuf- 


trious perfonages, viz. 


x. Geoffrey Chaucer. 

2. William of Wickhant. 

3. William Wainfleet bifhop 
of Winchefter, and lord 
chancellor. 

4. William Warham arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, and 

~ Jord chancellor. 

5. Fifher bifhop of Rochefter. 

6. Cardinal Woolfey. 

7. Sir Thomas More. 

8. Thomas Cromwel earl of 
Effex. 

9. John Ruffel firft earl of 
Bedford, lord privy-feal. 

10, George Buchanan. 

11. Anne Bolen, Queens 

12. Anne of Cleve, bog Hen. 

13. Cat. Howard, J VIII. 

14. Edward Seymour, duke of 
Somerfet, lord proteétor. 


15. Thomas Howard, duke of 37 


Norfolk. : 

16. Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord 
keeper of the great feal. 

17. Mary Queen of Scots. 

18. Cecil lord Burleigh, lord 
treafurer. , 

19. Francis, the fecond earl of 
Bedford. 

20. James Douglas, earl of 
Morton, regentof Scotland. 

21. Secretary Walfingham. 

22. Dudley earl of Leicefter. 

23. Charles Howard, earl of 
Nottingham, lord high ad- 
miral, 


24. Sir Francis Drake, 

25. Thomas Sackville, earl of 
Dorfet, lord treafurer. 

26. Robert Devereux, earl of 
Effex. 

29. Sir Walter Raleigh. 

28. Anne, Queen of James I, 

29. Henry Prince of Wales. 

30. Abbot; archbifhop of Can: 
terbury. 

31. Ben. Johnfon. 

32. Sir Francis Bacon, lord 
chancellor. 

33. Lord Chief Juftice Coke. 

34. George Villiers; duke of 
Buckingham. 

35. Williams, archbifhop of 
York, lord keeper. 

36. Wentworth, ear! of Straf« 

ford, .lord-lieutenant of Ire+ 

land. 

. Lord keeper Coventry. 

38. Archbifhop Uther. 

39. John Hampden, Efq3 

40. John Pym, Efq; : 

41. Edward Sackville, eatl of 
Dorfet, lord chamberlain. 

42. William Harvey, M. D. 

43. Robert Bertie, earl of 
Lindfey, lord chamberlain, 

44. William Cavendifh, duke 
of Newcaftle. ; 

45. James Graham, marquis 
of Montrofe. 


46. Algernon Peircy, earl of 


Northumberland, lord high 


admiral. 
4 47. Oliver 
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47. Oliver Cromwel, lord pro- 


tector. 
48. Ireton. 


‘49. Lambert. 


50. Fleetwood. 

51. Thomas lord Fairfax. 

52. Sir Henry Vane. 

53. Secretary Thurloe. 

54. Milton. 

55. James Stuart, . duke of 
Richmond. 


56. Digby, earl of Briftol. 


57. William Ruffel, the firft 
duke of Bedford. 
58. Henry Bennet, earl of Ar- 


lington. 

59- Maitland, duke of Lau- 
derdale. 

60. Thomas Willis, M. D. 

61. George Morley, bifhop of 

' Winchefter. 

62. William lord Ruffel. 

63. Anthony Afhley Cooper, 
earl of Shaftefbury, lord 
chancellor. 
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64. George Saville, marquis 
of Hallifax. 

65. Otway. 

66. Frederick duke of Schom- 
berg. 

67. Sir William Temple. 

68. Robert Boyle, Efq; 

69. Archbifhop Tillotfon. 

70. Locke. 

71. Hyde, earl of Rochefter, 
lord treafurer. 

72. General Thima¢k. 

73. Sidney, earl of Godolphin, 
lord treafurer. | 

74. Newton. 

75. Finch, earl of Notting- 
ham, fecretary of ftate. 
76. Mordaunt, earl of Peter- 

borough. 
77. Hen. Boyle, lord Carleton. 
78. Roffel, earl of Offord, 
admiral. 
79. Talbot, lord chancellor. 
80. Sir William Wyndham, 
baronet. 


N. B. The heads of all thefe are fold fingly, at 1s. 34. each, 


on large imperial paper. 


- Smaller fize, at 6d. each. 


The fame, on demy paper, being the 


In the fecond volume are the following ; fold alfo feparately 


on the fame terms. 


1. Henry Stafford, duke of 
Bucks, 

z. Queen Elifabeth, wife of 
Henry VII. | 

3. Henry VIII. king of Eng. 

4. Catharine of Arragon, 
wife of Henry VIII. 

5. Jane Seymour, wife of 
Henry VIII. 

6. Henry Howard, earl of 
Surry. 

7. Sir Thomas Smith, fecre- 
tary of ftate, 


Vor. VIL 


8. Sir Philip Sidney. 
9. Cecil, earl of Salifbury, 
lord treafurer. 

10. Car, earl of Somerfet. 

11. Shakefpear. 

12. Howard, earl of Arundel 
and Surrey, earl-marthal of 
England. 

13. Francis Ruffel, fourth earl 
of Bedford. | 
14. Lord Cottington, lord 

treafurer. 


Ss 15. Robert 
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15. RobertRich, earlof War- 
wick, lord high admiral. 
36. Edward Montagu, lord 

Kimbolton and earl of Man- 
chefter, lord chamberlain. 
17. Sir Kenelm Digby. 
18. Sir William Morrice, fe- 
cretary of flate. 
4.9. Thomas Sydenham, M. D. 
20. Dryden, 
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21. Marquis of Wharton. ~ 

22. George Byng, lord Tor- 
rington. 

23. Hamilton, earl of Ork- 
ney. 

24. Addifon. 

25. Steele. 

26. Garth. 

27. Clarke. 

28. Pope. 

























As {pecimens of mr. Birch’s account of thefe great perfons, 
our readers are defired to accept thofe of lord Wharton, lord 
Torrington, Sir Richard Steele, dr. Garth, dr. Clarke, and mr. 
Pope. 


THOMAS Maras of WHARTON. 


Ti OMAS WHARTON, marquis of Wharton, was 
~ eldeft fon of Philip lord Wharton, by his fecond wife, 
‘Fane, daughter and heir of Arthur Goodwyn, of Upper-Win- 
chendon, in Buckinghamfbire, Efg;*. He was born about the 
year'1640, and fat in feveral parliaments during the reigns of 
king Charles UL. and Fames I. in which he diftinguifhed him- 
{elf in oppofition to the court ; and, in 1688, is fuppofed to 
have drawn up the firft draught of the invitation of the prince 
of Orange to come to England, which, being approved and 
fubfcribed by feveral peers and commoners, was carried over 
to Holland by the earl, afterwards duke of Shrew/bury + ; and 
joined that prince at Exeter foon after his landing at Torbay f. 
Upon the advancement of king //illiam and queen Mary to 
the throne, mr. //artoa was made comptroller of the houf- 
hold, and {worn of the privy-council on the 20th of February 
1688-9 ||. Upon the death of his father he fucceeded to the 
title-of lord Vbarton; and in April 1697, was made chief 
juftice in Eyre on this fide the Trent, and lord-lieutenant of 
the county of Oxford **, In the beginning of the year 1701, 
‘pon the debate in the houfe of peers about an addrefs with 
relation to the partition-treaty, his lordfhip moved an addition 
to it, that whereas the French king had broke that treaty, 


they 
* Dugdale; baronage, vol. II. p. 790. 
ae Complete hiltory of England, vol. III. p. 523. Second Edit. 
ote ©. 
.. polbid. p. 528. 
| Id. ibic. p. 550. 
*® Ibid. p. 734. 
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they fhould advife his majefty to treat no more with him, or 
rely on his word without further fecurity. And this, though 
much oppofed by all thofe who were xgainit the engaging in a 
new war, was agreed to by the majority of the houfe*. Upon 
the acceffion of queen Anne to the crown, his lordfhip was 
removed from his employments, his place of comptroller of 
the houfhold being given to Sir Edward Seymour, and the lord 
Cheney facceeded him as lord-lieutenant of Buckinghamfhire ; 
and, in December 1702, he was one of the managers for the lords 
in the conference with the houfe of commons relating to the 
bill againft occafional conformity, which he oppofed upon all 
occafions with great vigour and addrefs. In April 1705, he 
attended the queen at Cambridge, when her majefty vifited that 
univerfity, and he was admitted, among other noble perfons, 
to the degree of doétor of law. In the latter end of that 
year his lordfhip opened the debate in the houfe of lords for 
a regency, .in cafe of the queen’s demife, in a manner which 
charmed the whole houfe. He had not been prefent at the 
former debate relating to the invitation of the princels Sophia 
to come over and live in England; but he faid, he was much 
delighted with what he had heard concerning it ; fince he had 
ever looked upon the fecuring a proteftant fucceffion to the 
crown, as that which fecured the nation’s happinefs. His pro- 
pofition for the regency contained thefe particulars: that the 
regents fhould be empowered to act in the name of the fuc- 
ceffor, till he fhould fend over orders: that, befides thofe 
whom the parliament fhould name, the next fucceflor fhould 
fend over a nomination fealed up, and to be opened when that 
accident fhould happen, of perfons, who fhould act in the 
fame capacity with thofe, who fhould be named by parlia- 
ment. This motion, being fupported by all the Whig lords, 
a bill was ordered to be brought into the houfe upon itt. In 
1706, he was appointed one of the commiffioners for the 
union with Scotland; which, being concluded, he was one of 
the moft zealous advocates for pafling the bill enacting it + ; 
and, in December the fame year, he was created earl of Whar- 
ton in the county of /Ve/imoreiand. Upon the meeting of the 
parliament, on the 23d of Oéfober 1707, the earl fupported 
the petition of the merchants againft the conduét of the ad- 
miralty ; which produced an addrefs to the queen on that 
fubject, In the latter end of the year 1708, his lordfhip was 


S 2 appointed 
* Burnet, hiftory of his own time, vol. II. p. 202. 


+ Id. ibid, P- 431. 
t Ibid. P- 42». 
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appointed lord-lieutenant of Ireland, where he arrived on the 
fecond of April 17¢9, and opened a feflion of parliament there 
with a fpeech reminding them of the inequality, with refpec& 
to numbers, between the proteftants and papifts of that king- 
dom, and of the neceffity of confidering, whether any new 
bills were wanting to inforce or explain thofe good laws alrea- 
dy in being for preventing the growth of popery ; and of in- 
culcating and preferving a good underftanding amongft all pro- 
teftants there. He fhewed |:kewife his tendernefs for the di/- 
enters, in the fpeech which he made to both houfes at the 
clofe of the feffion on the 30th of Augu/?, wherein he told 
them, that he did not queftion, but that they underftood too 
well the true intereft of the proteftant religion in that king- 
dom, not to endeavour to make all fuch proteftants as eafy as 
they could, who were willing to contribute what they could 
to defend the whole againft the common enemy: and that it 
was not the law then palt to prevent the growth of popery, nor 
‘any other law that the wit of man could frame, which would 
fecure them from popery, whilft they continued divided among 
themfelves ; it being demonftrable, that, unlefs there be a firm 
friendfhip and confidence amoneft the proteftants of Jreland, 
it was impoffible for them either to be happy, or to be fafe. 
And he concluded with declaring to them the queen’s fix’d re- 
folution, that as her majefty would always maintain and fup- 
port the church, as by law eftablifhed, fo it was her royal 
‘will and intention, that diflenters fhould not be perfecuted or 
molefled in the exercife of their religion. His lordfhip’s con- 
duct was fuch in this great poft of lord-lieutenant of Jreland, 
that the houfe of peers of that kingdom, in their addrefs to 
the queen, returned their thanks to hcr majefty for fending a 
perfon of /o great wifdom and experience to be their chief go- 
vernor. His lordfhip returned thither on the 7th of May 
1710, and opened the feffion of parliament on the 19th of 
that month ; but, in Od?ober following, upon the change of 
the miniftry, he delivered up his commiffion of lord-lieute- 
nant, which was given to the duke of Ormend; and was foon 
after very feverely reproached in the Examiner, and other po- 
litical papers, on account of his adminiftration of that king- 
dom ; and no writer attacked him with greater afperity than 
dr. Swift, who endeavoured to expofe him under the charac- 
ter of Verres, though that divine had, not long before, folli- 
cited, in very abject terms, to be admitted his lorflip’s chaplain. 
However, a much more valuable writer, the author of the 
Spectator, thought it but a juft compliment to his lordfhip to 
prefix, to the fifth volume of that work, a dedication to him, 
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in which he obferves, that it was his lordfhip’s particular dif- 
tinétion, that he was matter of the whole compafs of bufinefs, 
and had fignalized himfeif in the different fcenes of it. ‘That 
fome are admired for the dignity, others for the popularity of 
their behaviour ; fome for their clearnefs of judgment, others 
for their happinefs of expreffion ; fome for laying of fchemes, 
and others for the putting them in execution : but that it was 
his lordfhip only who enjoyed thefe feveral talents united, and 
that too in as great perfection, as others pofleffed them fingly. 
That his lordfhip’s enemies acknowledged this great extent in 
his character, at the fame time that they ufed their utmoft in- 
duftry and invention to derogate from it. But that it was for 
his honour, that thofe, who were then his enemies, were al- 
ways fo: and that he had aéted in fo much confiftency with 
himfelf, and promoted the interefts of his country in fo uni- 
form a manner, that even thofe, who would mifreprefent his 
generous defigns for the public good, could not but approve 
the fteadinefs and intrepidity with which he’ purfued them, 

The earl continued in a vigorous oppofition to the meafures 
of the court during the four Jaft years of the queen’s reign, 

and particularly againft the fchifm-bill; and, in Fune 1713, 

mov'd the addrefs in the houfe of lords, that her majefty would 

ufe her moft preffing inftances with the duke of Lorrain, and 

with all the princes and ftates in amity and correfpondence 

with her majefty, that they would not receive the pretender, 

or fuffer him to continue within their dominions. 

In September 1714, foon after the arrival of his late majefty 
king George I. in England, his lordfhip was made lord privy 
feal; and, in the beginning of ‘fanuary following, created 
marquis of Wharton; but he did not long enjoy thefe diftincti- 
ons, for he died at his houfe in Dover-ftreet on the 12th of 
April 1715, in the 76th year of his age. By his firft wife, 
Anne, one of the two daughters and co-heirs of Sir Henry 
Lee, of Ditchley, in Oxfordfbire, baronet, a lady eminent for 
her genius and poetical talents, he bad no iflue; but, by his 
fecond wife, Lucy, the daughter of the lord Li/burne, he had 
one fon, Philip, afterwards duke of barton, and two daugh- 
ters, lady Fane, married firft to ohn Holt, of Redgrave, in 
Suffolk, Efq; and afterwards to Robert Coke, Efq; vice-cham- 
berlain to queen Caroline; and lady Lucy, married to Sir Wil- 
liam Morice, baronet. 
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GEORGE BYNG, Lord Vifcount Torrincrton, 
G=? RGE BYNG, lord vifcount Torrington, was de- 


fcended froma family, which has been long feated in Kent, 

his dire&t anceftor, Robert Byng of Wretham, in that county 
being high fheriff of it in the 34th of queen Elifabeth*; and 
he was eldcft fon of ‘fohn Byng, Efq; by Philadelphia, daugh- 
ter of mr. ‘Fohnjon, of Leans, in Surrey. He was born in 
1663, and went a volunteer to fea in 1678, at the age of 
15, with the king’s letter given him on the recommendation 
of the duke of York. In 1681, he quitted the fea-fervice 
upon the invitation of general Kirk, governor of Tangier, and 
ferved as a cadet in the grenadiers of that garrifon, till on a 
vacancy, which foon happened, the general made him enfign 
of his own company, and foon after a lieutenant. In 1684, 
after the demolition of Tangier, the lord Dartm:uth, general 
of the fea and land forces, appointed him lieutenant of the 
Oxford ; from which time he conftantly kept to the fea-fer- 
vice, remaiuing likewife an officer in the army feveral years 
after. In 1685, he went lieutenant of his majefty’s fhip the 
Phenix to the Eaft-Indies, where engaging and boarding a 
Zinganian pirate, who maintained a defperate fight, moft of 
thofe, who entered with him, were killed, himfelf greatly 
wounded, and the pirate finking, he was taken out of the fea 
with fcarce any remains of life. In 1688, being firft lieutenant 
to Sir Fohn Ajhby, in the fleet commanded by the lord Dart- 
mouth, fitted out to oppofe the defigns of the prince of 
Orange, he was, in a particular manner, intrufted and em- 
ployed in the intrigues then carrying on amongft the moft 
confiderable officers of the fleet in favour of that prince, and 
was the perfon confided in by them to carry their fecret affu- 
rances of obedience to his highnefs, to whom he was private- 
ly introduced at Sherburn, by admiral Ru/jel, afterwards earl 
of Orford. After his return to the flect, “the lord Dartmouth 
fent him with capt. 4)/mer and capt. Hu/fings, to carry a mef- 
faze of fubmiffion to the prince at Windfar, and made him 
captain of the Conffant Warwick, a thip of the fourth rate. 
In 16y0, he commanded the Aspe, a third rete, and was fe- 


cond to Sir George Rooke in the battle off Beachy-head. In 


the vears r691 and 1692, be was captain of the Rayal Oak, 
aud ferved under admiral Ruffel, who comm»nded in chief 
their majefties fleet. In 1693, that great officer diftinguifhed 


him 
* Cullias, peerage of England, vol. HI. p 4o4, and 405. 
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him in a pirticular manner, by promoting him to the rank of 
his firft captain, in which ftation he ferved in 1694 and 1695 
in the Mediterranean, where the defigns of the French againft 
Barcelona were prevented, and alfo the next year 1696, in the 
channel, to-oppofe the intended invafion of king ‘fames with 
a French army from the coaft of France; which, upon the ap- 
pearance of the fleet, was laid afide. In 1702, upon the 
breaking out of the war, he accepted of the command of the 
Naffau, a third rate, and was at the taking and burning the 
French and Spanifh fleet at Vigo. The year following he 
was made rear-admiral of the Red, and ferved in the fleet com- 
manded by Sir Cloudefly Shovel in the Mediterranean, who de- 
tached him with a fquadron to Algiers, where he renewed and 
improved our treaties with that government.. In 1704, he 
ferved in the grand fleet in the AZediterranean, and commanded 
the, fquadron that attacked and cannonaded Gibraltar, and,’ 
by landing the feamen, (whofe valour was very remarkably 
diftinguifhed on this occafion) the town was taken. He was 
in the battle of Malaga, which followed foon after, and, for 
his behaviour in that a€tion, had the honour of knighthood 
conferred on him by her majefty. In the winter of this year 
he was fent out with a fquadron to cruize againft the’ French, 
which he did with great fuccefs, taking above twenty of their 
Jargeft privateers in about two months time, with the Thetis, a 
French man of war of fifty guns. In 1705, he was made vice- 
admiral of the Blue ; and, upon the eleétion of a new parlia- 
ment, was returned burgefs for Plymouth, which place he re- 
prefented in every fucceeding parliament to the year 1721, 
when he was advanced to the peerage. During this fummer 
he commanded in chief a fquadron in the channel, and block’d 
up the French fleet in Breff, with a much inferior ftrength. 
In 1706, king Charles of Spain, the late emperor, being clofe- 
ly befieged in Barcelona by fea and land by the duke of Anjou, 
and the place reduced to great extremity, and our fleet in the 
Mediterranean being too weak to relieve it, Sir George Byng 
was appointed to command a ftrong fquadron fitting out in 
England ; in the haftening of which fervice, he ufed fuch di- 
ligence and a@tivity, and joined our fleet with fuch unexpeéted 
difpatch, that the faving of that city was entirely owing to 
it. He aflifted at the other enterprizes of that campaign, and 
commanded the fhips detached for the reduétion of Carthagena 
and Alicant, which he accomplifhed. In 1707, he ferved in 
the fecond poft under Sir Cloudefly Shovel, at the fiege of Tou- 
fon ; and, the year following, was made admiral of the Blue, 
S 4 and 
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and tommanded the fquadron which was fitted out to oppofe 
the invafion inended again{t Scotland by the pretender with a 
French army from Duxkirk, which he fortunately prevented, 
by arriving off the frith of Edinburgh before their troops could 
land, and obliged them to betske themfelves to flight. On 
his return from this expedition, he was offered, by the queen, 
the place of one of the prince of Denmark’s council in the 
admiralty, which he then declined. He continued to com- 
mand all that fummer in the channel; and, upon the mar- 
riage of the queen of Portugal, had the honour of conducting 
her majefty to Lifbon, where a commiffiom was fent to him 
to be admiral of the White. In 1709, he commanded in 
chief her majefty’s fleet in the Adcditerranean, and, after his 
return to England, was made one of the commiffioners of the 
admiralty, and continued fo till fome time before the queen’s- 
death, when, not falling in with the the meafures of the 
court, he was removed ; but, upon the accceffion of his 
late majelty king George J. he was reftored to that employ- 
ment. . 
In 1715, upon the breaking out of the rebellion, which 
was at firft fecretly fupported with arms and warlike ftores 
from France, he was appointed to éommand a fquadron, with 
which he kept fuch a watchful eye along the French coaft, 
by examining fhips even in their ports, and obtaining orders 
from the court of France to put on fhore at Havre de Grace 
great quantities of arms and ammunition fhipped there for 
the pretender’s fervice, that, in reward for his fervices, the 
king, on November 15. 1715, created him a baronet, and 
gave him a ring of great value, and others marks of,his royal 
favour. In 1717, upon the difcovery of fome fecret prac- 
tices of the minifters of Sweden again{t this kingdom, he 
was fent with a fquadron into the Baltic, and prevented the 
Swedes appearing at fea. In 1718, he was was made admi- 
ral, and commander in chief of the fleet; and, being fent 
with a fquadron into the Mediterranean for the protection of 
Italy, according to the obligation England was under by 
treaty, againft the invafion of the Spaniards, who had, the year 
before, furprized Sardinia, and had this year landed an army in 
Sicil;, he gave a total defeat to their fleet near Meffina , for 
which action, he was honoured with a letter from the king, 
written with his own hand, and received congratulatory let- 
ters from the emperor and the king of Sardinia, and was 
further honoured by ‘his imperial majefty with his picture 
fet in diamonds, He remained, for fome time, in thofe 
feas, 
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(eas, for compofing and adjufting the differences between 
the feveral powers concerned, being vefted with the charac- 
ter of plenipotentiary to all the princes of /taly. And that 
year, and the next, he fupported the German arms in their 
expedition to Sicily, and enabled them, by his affiftance, 
to fubdue the greateft part of that ifland. After perform- 
ing fo many fignal fervices, he attended his majefty, by his 
command, at Hianever, who received him with the moft 
gracious expreffions of favour and fatisfaction, made him 
‘rear-admiral of Engiand, and treafurer of the navy ; and, 
on his return to £ngland, one of his moft honourable 
privy council, and, on the 1oth of September 1721, baron 
Byng, of South-Hill, in the county of Bedford, and vil- 
count Torrington, in Devonfbirg; and, in 1725, one of 
the knights companions of the Bath, upon the revival of 
that order. In 1727, his préfent majefty, on his acceffion 
to the crown, placed him at the head of his naval affairs, 
as firft lord commiffioner of the admiralty; in which high 


, {tation he died, ‘fanuary 17. 1732-3, in the 70th year of his. 


age, and lies interr’d at South-Hill, in Bedfordfhire. 
He was of a flender conftitution, but well fupplied with 
{pirits, which did not difplay themfeives fo much in the 
gaiety of converfation, (for he was modeft in his nature) 
as in aétivity in all the duties and functions uf life or bu- 
finefs, in which he was indefatigable ; and, by a con- 
FF tinued habit of induftry, had harden’d and inur’d a body, 
: not naturally ftrong, to patience of any fatigue. He had 
‘made no great proficiency in {chool-learning, (which the 
early age of going to fea feldom admits of) but his great 
diligence, joined with excellent natural parts, and a juft 
fenfe of honour, made him capable of conduéting difficult 


negotiations and commiffions with proper dignity and ad- 
drefs *, 





* Corbet’s account of the expedition to Sicily, p. go. Second 
Edit. London, 1739. 
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Six RICHARD STEELE, Knut. 
GIR RICHARD STEELE, was born of Englih pa- 


rents at Dublin in Jreland, his father being a counfellor at 
law, and private fecretary to Fames the firft duke of Or- 
monde, lord lieutenant of that kingdom *, He came over to 
England, while he was very young, and was educated at the 
Charter-houfe fchool in London, where he had the great Mr. 
Addifon for his {chool-fellow +. Inthe year 1695, he wrote 
The Proceffion, a prem on the funeral of queen Mary. His in- 
clination leading him to the army, he rode, for fome time, 
privately in the guards}. He firft became an author, as he 
tells us himfelf §, when an enfign of the guards, a way of 
life expos’d to much irregularity; and being thoroughly con- 
vinced of many things, of which he often repented, and 
which he more often repeated, he wrote for his own private 
ufe a little book intitled, Zhe Chriftian Hero, with a defign 
principally to fix upon his own mind a ftrong impreffion of 
virtue and religion, in oppofition to a ftronger propenfity to- 
wards unwarrantable pleafures. This fecret admonition was 
too weak; he therefore, in the year 1701, printed the book 
with his name, in hopes, that a ftanding teftimony againf 
himfelf, and tite eyes of the world (that is to fay, of his ac- 
quaintance) upon him in a new light, might curb his defires, 
and make him afham’d of underftanding and feeming to feel 
what was virtuous, and living fo quite contrary a life. ‘This 
had no other good effeét, but that from being thought no 
undelightful companion, he was foon reckon’d a difagreeable 
fellow. One or two of his acquaintance thought fit to mif- 
ufe him, and try their valour upon him; and every body he 
knew meafur’d the Jeaft levity in his words and a@tions with 
the character of a Chriffian Hero. Thus he found himfelf 
flighted, inftead of being encourag’d, for his declarations as 
to religion ; and it was now incumbent upon him to enliven 
his character ; for which reafon he wrote the comedy call’d 
The Funeral, or Grief A-la-mode, in which, tho’ full of inci- 
dents, that move laughter, virtue and vice appear juft as they 
ought 


® General Dictionary, hiftorical and critica’, Vol. IX. Article 
Steele (Richard) p. 395. | + Morgan's new Political State of 
Great Britain for the Month of January, 1730, p. 5. of the Me- 
moirs. t Id. ibid. § Apology for himfelf and his writings 
printed amc:.z his Political Writings, p. 296. edit. London, 1715. 
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ought to do. This comedy was ated at the theatre in Drury- 
Janein 1702; and as nothing can make the town fo fond of 
aman, as a fuccefsful play, this, with fome particulars en- 
larg’d upon to his advantage, obtain’d him the notice of king 
William; and his name, to be provided for, was in the lait 
table- book ever worn by his majefty *. He had, before this, 
procured a captain’s commiffion in the lord Lucas’s regiment 
of fuziliers by the intereft of the lord Cutts, to whom he had 
dedicated his Chriftian Hero, and who likewife appointed him 
his fecretary. His next appearance, as a writer, was in the 
office of Gazetteer, in which he obferves +, he work’d faith- 
fully, according to order, without ever erring againft the rule 
obferv’d by all miniftrics, to keep that paper very innocent 
and very infipid ; and it was believ’d, that it was to the re- 
proaches he heard every Gazette-day againft the writer of it, 
that he ow’d the fortitude of being remarkably negligent of 
what people faid, which he did not deferve. His next pro- 
ductions were ftill plays ; for, in the year 1703, his comedy, 
intitled, The Tender Hufband, or the Accompltfh’d Fools, was 
acted at the theatre royal in Drury-lane; as his Comedy of 
The Lying Lovers, or the Ladies Friendfbip, was \ikewife the 
year following. In 1709, he began the Tatler, the firft of 
which was publifh’d on Tuefday, April 12, and the laft on 
Tuefday, ‘fan, 2, 1710-11. This paper greatly increafing 
his reputation and intereft, he was preferr’d to be one of the 
commiffioners of the ftamp-office. Upon laying down the 
Tatler, he fet up, in concert with mr. Addifon, the Speéator, 
which was continued from March 1, 1710-11, to December 
6, 1712, and refum’d June 18, 1714, and continued till De- 
cember 20 the fame year. The Guardian was likewife pub- 
lith’d by them in 17133 in Oéober of which year mr. Steele 
began a political paper, intitled, The Englifhman. Befides 
which he wrote feveral other political pieces, particularly, 
The Englifhman’s thanks to the duke of Marlborough, printed in 
17113 A Letter to Sir Miles Wharton concerning occafional 
Peers, dated March 5, 1713; The Guardian of Auguft 7, 
1713, and the Importance of Dunkirk confider’d, in defence of 
that Guardian, in @ Letter to the Bailiff of Stockbridge ; The 
French Faith reprefented in the prefent State of Dunkirk: The 
Crifis: A Letier to a Member of Parliament concerning the Bill 
for preventing the Growth of Schifm, dated May 28, 1714; 
and his Apoiozy for himfelf and his Writings. Thefe pieces 
thew the high diffatisfaétion, which he had with the meafures 


of 
* Ibid. Apology, &c. + Ibid. p. 297. 
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of the laft miniftry of queen Anne; to oppofe which he re- 
folv’d to procure a feat in parliament; for which purpofe he 
refign’d his place of commiffioner of the ftamp-office in Fune 
3713, inaletter to the earl of Oxford lord high treafurer ; 
and was chofen member of the houfe of commons for the bo- 
rough of Stockbridge. But he did not long fit in that houfe, 
before he was expell’d on the 18th of March 1713-14, for 
writing The Englifhman, being the clofe of the paper fo calld, 
and The crifis. In 1714, he publifhed Zhe Romif ecclefiaftical 
hiftory of late years, and a paper intitled T4e Lover, the firft of 
which appeared Thurfday, February 25, 17143 and another 
intitled The Reader, which begun April 22, the fame year. 
In the fixth number of this laft paper he gave an account of 
his defign of writing the hiftory of the duke of AMdarlborough 
from proper materials in his cuftody, the relation to com- 
mence from the date of his grace’s commiffion of captain 
general and plenipotentiary, and to end with the expiration 
of thofe commifiions. But this noble defign was never exe- 
cuted by him; and the materials were afterwards return'd to 
the duchefs of Mar/borough. 

Soon after the acceffion of king George I. to the throne, 
mr. Steele was appointed furveyor of the royal ftables at Hamp- 
ton Court, and governor of the royal company of comedians 
by a patent dated ‘January 19, 1714-15. He waslikewife put 
into the commiffion of the peace for the county of Adiddlefex, 
and, in April 1715, knighted by his majefty. In the firft par- 
liament of that king he was chofen member of parliament for 
Boroughbrigg in York/bire; and, after the fupprefling of the 
rebellion in the north, was appointed one of the commif- 
fioners of the forfeited eftates in Scotland, where he received 
diftinguifhing marks of refpeét from feveral of the nobility and 
gentry of that part of Great Britain. In 1715, he publith’d 
An account of the flate of the Roman Catholic religion through- 
out the world, tranflated from an Jtalian manufcript, with a 
Dedication to the Pope, giving hima very particular account of 
the flate of religion among Protcftants, and of feveral other mat- 
ters of importance relating to Great Britain; but this dedica- 
tion is fuppos’d to be written by another very eminent hand 
more converfant in fubjects of that nature than Sir Richard, 
who, the fame year, publith’d @ letter from the carl of Mat to 
the king before bis majefty’s arrival in England ; with fome re- 
marks upon my lord’s fubjequent condué? ; and the year follow- 
ing, a fecond volume of the Englifhbman; and, in 1718, an 
account of bis fifh pool, which was a projeét of his for bringing 


hfb to market alive, for which he obtain’da patent. In 1719, 
he 
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he publifh’d a pamphlet call’d The Spinffer, and a letter to the 
earl of Oxford concerning the bill of Peerage, which bill he op- 
pos’d in the houfe of commons. Sometime after he wrote againft 
the South Sea fcheme his crifis of property, and another piece 
intitled 4 Nation a Family; and, on Saturday, “fanuary 2, 
1719-20, began a paper call’d The Theatre ; during the courfe 
of which his patent of governor of the royal company of 
comedians being revok’d by his majetty, he publifh’d The 
State of the Cafe. In 1722, his comedy call’d The Confcious 
Lovers was acted with prodigious fuccefs, and publifh’d with 
a dedication to the king, who made him a prefent of 500]. 
Some years before his death he grew paralytic, and retir’d to 
his feat at Llangunner, near Caermarthen, in Wales, where he 
died Scpember 1, 1729, and was privately interr’d, according 
to his own defire, in the church of Caermarthen. 

Befides his writings abovemention’d he began, on Saturday 
the 17th of December, 1715, a weekly paper in 4to, call’d 
Town-Talk, in letter to a lady in the country, and another in- 
titled The Tea-Table, and he wrote fome of the tH 
He had likewife finifh’d a comedy founded upon the Exunuch 
of Terence, which he intended to call The Gentleman, and 
another, which he intitled The School of Action. 

He married to his firft wife a gentlewoman of Barbadoes, 
with whom he had a valuable plantation there upon the death 
of her brother, who was taken by the French at fea, as he 
was coming to England, and died in France, This wife dying 
without iflue, he married Mary, the daughter of ‘fonathan 
Scurlock, of Liangunner, in Caermarthenfbire, efq; by whom 
he had one fon, Eugene, who died young, and two daughters, 
Elizabeth and Mary, one of whom is married to the honour- 


able ‘fohn Trevor, ely; one of the judges for the principality 
of Wales, 


Sin SAMUEL GARTH. 


S IR Samuel Garth was defcended of a good family in York- 
Shire. After he had pafs’d thro’ his fchool education, he 
was tranfplanted to Peter Hou/e in the univerfity of Cambridge, 
where he touk the degree of doctor of phyfic on the 7th of 
July 1691. He then remov’d to London, and his firft exami- 
nation before the college of phyficians was on the 12th of 
March 1691-2; and he was admitted Fellow of it on the 
26th of Fune1793*. Onthe 17th of September 1697, he 
made 

* General Dictionary, hiftorical and critical, Vol. V. p. 395. 
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made a Latin oration before that college, to the great: fatite 
fattion of the auditors, and his own honour, as it is exprefs’d 
in the regifter ; and this oration, which was foon after printed, 
is juftly admir’d for the elegance of the ftyle, and a beauti- 
ful elogium introduc’d into it of king tlliam. The year 
before he. zealoufly promoted and encourag’d the erecting the 
difpenfary, being an apartment in the college, for the relief of 
the fick poor, by giving them advice gratis, and difpenfing 
medicines to them at low rates. This work of charity hav- 
ing expos’d him and many other phyficians to the envy and 
refentment of feveral perfons of the fame faculty as well as 
apothecaries, occafion’d him to ridicule them with a peculiar 
fpirit and vivacity in a poem call’d the Di/penfary, in fix can- 
to’s; which, tho’ it firft {tole in a manner into the world in- 
correct in the year 1699, yet bore, in a few months three 
imprefiions, and was afterwards printed feveral times with a 
dedication to Anthony Henly, efq; and commendatory verfes 
prefix’d to it by mr. Charles Boyle, afterwards earl of Orrery, 
colonel Chriffopher Coddrington, Thomas Cheek, efq; and colo- 
nel Henry Blount. Upon the publication of this poem, uni- 
verfally admir’d as it was, it met with fome criticifms upon 
it; the principal of which was, that the fury di/ea/e is an im- 
proper machine to recite characters, and recommend the 
example of prefent writers. But, to juftify this, he had the 
authority of fome Greek and Latin poets upon parallel in- 
{tances : and it is to be confider’d, that di/eafe is reprefented 
a fury as well as envy; fhe is imagin’d to be forc’d by an in- 
captation from her recefs ; and, to be reveng’d on the exorcift, 
mortifies him with an introduction of feveral perfons eminent 
in an accomplifhment he has made fome advances in. It 
was objected likewife, that our poet had imitated the Lutrin 
of Boileau; but he declar’d, that he had copied that excel- 
lent writer in nothing but in two or three lines in the complaint 
of Moleff2 inthe fecond canto of the Lutrin, and in one in the 
firft. The fixth edition contains fevera! defcriptions and epi- 
fodes not printed in any of the preceding ; and the poem both 
loft and gain’d in every edition; almoft every thing, which 
the author left out, be:ng a robbery from the public; and 
every thing he added a new embellifhment to the work *. 
This poem rais’d him a very great reputation; which, toge- 
ther with his great learning and {kill in bis profeffion, his po- 
litenefs, agreeable converfation, and good humour, procur’d 
him vaft practice, and gain’d him the friendfhip and efteem 4 
mo 


* Major Pack’s Mifcellanies, p, 102, 2d edit. 
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moft of the nobility and gentry of both fexes. He was one of 
the moft eminent members of a famous fociety. call’d the 
Kit-Kat-Club, which confifted of above thirty noblemen and 
gentlemen, diftinguifh’d by their excellent parts and affection 
to the proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover. And he 
made a confiderable figure among the members of his own 
college of phyficians, of which he was elected, on the third 
of Ofober 1702, one of the cenfors. He was in particular 
favour and efteem with the duke of Marlborough, whofe dif- 
grace and voluntary exile he lamented in a fine copy of verfes. 
In 1711, he wrote an elegant Latin dedication for an intend- 
ed edition of Lucretius to his late majefty, then elector of 
Brun/wick ; upon whofe acceffion to the throne he had the 
honour of knighthood conferr’d upon him with the duke of 
Marlborough’s {word. He was likewife made phyfician in or- 
dinary to his majefty, and phyfician general to the army. 

As his own merit procur’d him a great intereft with thofe 
in power, fo his humanity and good nature inclin’d him to 
make ufe of that intereft, rather for the fupport and encou~ 
ragement of other men of letters and genius, than for the ad- 
vancement of his own fortune. Mr. Pope, in one of his 
letters*, gives him the chara&ter of the beff natur’d of men, 
and tells us, ‘* that his death was very. heroical, and yet un- 
‘6 affected enough to have made a faint or a philofopher fa- 
‘* mous. But ill tongues, and worfe hearts, adds he, have 
‘** branded even his laft moments, as wrongfully as they did 
** his life, with irreligion. You muft have heard many 
*¢ tales on this fubject. But if ever there was a good chriftian 
‘** without knowing himfelf to be fo, it was Dr. Garth.”’. He 
died on the 18th of ‘Jam, 1718-19, and was interr’d on the 
22d of the fame month in the church of Harrow on the Hill, 
in a vault there built by him for the interment of his family. 

He wrote feveral other poems befides thofe abovemention’d, 
particularly, Clarzmont, addrefs’d to the earl of Clare, now 
duke of Newca/tle, and printed in the year 1715: To the lady 
Louifa Lenos, with Ovid’s Epifiles: To the earl of Burlington, 
with Ovid’s Art of Love: A tranflation of the fourteenth book 
ef Ovid's Metamorphofes, and of the flory of Cinnus in the 
fifteenth book: A prologue to mr. Rowe’s Tamerlane: A pre- 
logue to the Mufic Meeting in York-buildings: A prologue at 
the opening of the theatre in the Hay-market: Epilogue to mr. 
Addifon’s Cato: and verfes on lady Carlifle, lady Effex, lady 


fyde, 


ae — of Alexander Pope, efq; Vol. VI. p. gg. edit. London, 
372 9¥0. 
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Hyde, and lady Wharton, printed among the verfes written 
for the toafting-glaffes of the Kit-Cat-Club in the year 1703, 
and publifhed in the fifth volume of Dryden’s Mijfcellanies, 
He left an only daughter, who was married to colonel Boyle, 
brother to Henry Boyle, Efq; fpeaker of the Roufe of com- 
mons in Jreland, and one of his majefty’s lord juftices for 
that kingdom. 


SAMUEL CLARKE, D.D. 
. DR S4MUEL CLARKE was fon of Edward Clarke, 


Efq; alderman of Norwich, and one of the reprefentatives 
of it in parliament for feveral years, by Hannah, the daugh- 
ter of mr. Samuel Parmeter, merchant of that city. -He was 
born at Norwich, on the 11th of Odfober 1075, and received 
the firft rudiments of learning in the free-fchool there from 
the reverend mr. Burton, under whofe care he made a very un- 
common proficiency in the learned languages. In the year 
1691, he was removed to Caius-college in Cambridge, and 
placed under the tuition of mr. (afterwards Sir ‘Fohn) Ellis. 
And here his impatient thirft for true learning, and his great 
capacity, both for difcovering and improving it, prefently be- 
gan to fhew themfelves. The fvftem of De/cartes was, at 
that time, the eftablifhed philofophy of the univerfity: but 
mr. Clarke, being unfatisfied with fo arbitrary and chimerical 
an hypothefis, applied himfelf to the ftudy of Sir J/aac New- 
ton’s Principia, then underftood but by a very few perfons ; 
and foon made himfelf mafter of the chief points of the philo- 
fophy of our immortal countryman, and performed a public 
exercife in the fchools for his firft degree upon a queftion 
taken from thence, which furprized the whole audience, both 
for the accuracy of knowledge, and clearnefs of expreffion, 
that appeared through the whole *. Soon after he tranflated 
Robault’s phvfics from French into elegant Latin, and illuftrated 
them with fuch notes, as might lead the young fludents in- 
fenfibly into other and truer notes, than what could be found 
in that writer, who was a profefs’d Cartefian. ‘This tranfla- 
tion was publifhed in 1697, in 8vo, and fince reprinted feve- 
ral times, with improvements in every edition. His applica- 
tion to the ftudy of divinity was purfued upon the moft folid 
foundation of a critical ftudy of the Old and New Teftament 


in the original languages ; and the refult of this foon appeared 
in 


* Bithop of Winchefter’s preface to the firft volume of dr. Clark's 
Sermons. 
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in his Three praGical Effays on Baptifm, Confirmation, and 
Repentance, printed in 1699, and in his Reflections on that 
part of Toland’s Amyntor, which relates to the writings of the 
primitive fathers, and the canon of the New Teftament, pub- 
lifhed the fame year. Upon his admiffion into holy orders, 
about the latter end of 1698, or the beginning of 1699, he 
was admitted chaplain to dr. Fohn Moore, then bifhop of 
Norwich, with whom he continued near twelve years in great 
efteem and intimacy ; and the magnificent library of that pre- 
late was of confiderable advantage to him in the profecution 
of his ftudies. His paraphrafe upon the gofpel of St. Mat- 
thew was publifhed in 1701, and foon followed by thofe on 
the gofpels of St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. Fobn. In 1704, 
he was called forth to an office ‘worthy of fuch an underftand- 
ing, to preach mr. Boyle’s Leéture, which he performed that 
and the following year, with fuch fuccefs, that his fermons on 
that occafion, concerning the evidences of natural and re- 
vealed religion, will always be confidered as one of the ftrong- 
eft and cleareft proofs of thofe important principles. Bifhop 
Moore, who juttly thought, that a man of fuch fuperior ta- 
lents as mr. Clarke deferved to be placed in the metropolis, 
refolved to ufe all his intereft with the great men for fettling 
him there ; but, in the mean while, gave him the re€tory of 
Drayton, near Norwich, and procured for him a parifh in that 
city, which he ferved during the bifhop’s refidence at Norwich, 
preaching without notes; a practice which he continued, till 
he became rector of St. ‘fames’s. Soon after his preaching 
mr. Boyle’s Leé?ure, the bifhop fucceeded in his application in 
his favour, and obtained for him the reétory of St. Bennet’s, 
Paul’s-Wharf. In 1706, he publifhed his Letter to mr. Dod- 
well, in fupport of the dotrine of the Natural Immortality ; 
which engaged him in a controverfy with mr. Collins, and 
occafioned his four Defences of that letter. The fame yeat 
likewife he publifhed his Latin tranflation of Sir Z/aac Newton’s 
Optics, which was fo acceptable to that great man, that he 
prefented 5co 1. to mr. Clarke, who had then five children ; 
or 1001. for each child *. The intereft of his patron now 
introduced him to court, and procured him the diitin&tion of 
one of the chaplains in ordinary to her majefty ; to whofe 
greater favour his own excellent qualifications recommended 
him fo foon and fo powerfully, that, upon the vacancy of St. 
James's, Weftminfler, in 1709, fhe prefented him to that 


Vor. VIL. > 4 rectory ; 


, ee Hiftorical Memoirs of dr, Clarke, p. 8, 9. Edit. 
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rectory; and the fame year he took his degree of,divinity 
at Cambridge, where the aét performed by him on that occas 
fion, upon thefe two queftions, that no article of the Chriftian 
faith, delivered in the fcriptures, is difagreeable to right rea- 
fon ; and that, without the liberty of human a@ions, there 


_ can be no religion, rats’d fti higher the reputation of his 


abilities. His Scripture-doétrine of the Trinity, publifhed in 
1712,’ occafioned a complaint of the lower houfe of convo- 
caiion in 17145 which was attended with no confequences, 
the upper hovfe declaring themfelves fatisfied with the expla- 
nations, which he delivered in to them upon the fubject of 
that complaint. However, he was removed from being 
chaplain to queen Anne. But, upon the acceffion of king 
George 1. to the throne, he was honoured with a peculiar re- 
gard by the royal family. and might have been raifed much 
higher in the church, if he could have reconciled himfelf to 
the terms of the legal fubfcriptions neceflary upon any new 
promotion. Nor did he think proper to accept of the mafter- 
fhip of the mint, which had been offered him upon the death 
of his illuftrious friend Sir J/aac Newton *. 

The laft twenty years of his life were fpent in attending 
upon the duties of his parifh of St. ‘fames’s, or in obliging the 
world with bis writings upon feveral of the molt important 
fubjects : and he enjoyed an almoft uninterrupted courfe of 
heaith, till be was feized with a pleurify on Sanday morning, 
Ma; 1. 1729, at Serjcants-Inn, where he was to have 
preached beture the judges, and died on Saturday following, 
May 17. by his wite Catharine, the only daughter of the 
revercnd mr. Lockwood, rector of Little-Maffingham, in Nor- 
Jelky he bad feven children, two of whom died before him, 
and one in a few months afier him 

His zeal for real religion, integrity of manners, calmnefs 
of temper, unaffected humility, and affability, were as emt- 
nent as his fagacity and judgment, and the accuracy and ex- 
tent of his knowiedze; by which he united the various talents 
of the mathematician, philofopher, metaphyfician, divinc, and 
critic, to a degree that would have diftinguifhed him in any 
one of thofe characters, 


*. Memoirs of dr. Clarke, by mr Emlyn. 
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ALEXANDER POPE, EG; 


ALEXANDE R POPE, Efq; was born at London in 
#4 1688, and defcended of a good family of that name, 
feated in Oxfordjhire, the head of which was the earl of 
Downe, whofe fole heirefs married the earl of Lind/fey. His 
father, a man of primitive fimplicity and integrity of manners, 
who died in 1717, at the age of 75, was a merchant of Lon- 
don, who, upon the Revolution, quitted she trade, and cone 
verted his effeéts into money, amounting to between 15 and 
20,000 |. with which he retired into the country. But, 
being incapable, as a Roman catholic, of purchafing, or put~- 
ting his money to intereft on real fecurity, and his attachment 
to the abdicated king and his family reftraining him from lend 
ing it to the new government, he kept it in his cheft, and lived 
upon the principal, till it was near fpent, when his fon came 
to the fucceffion. Our poet’s mother, who lived to an un- 
common age, being 93 years old when fhe died, in 1733, 
was the daughter of William Turner, Efgq; of York. She had 
three brothers, one of whom was killed, another died, in 
the fervice of king Charles; and the eldeft, following his 
fortunes, and becoming a general officer in Spain, left her 
what eftate remained after the fequeftrations and forfeitures 
of her fainily. The education of our great author was at- 
tended with circumftances very fingular, and fome of them 
extremely unfavourable ; but the force of his genius fully 
compenfated the want of any advantages in his earlieft in- 
ftructiom. He owed the knowledge of his letters to an aunt ; 
and, having learned very early to read, took great delight 
in it, and taught himfelf to write, by copying after printed 
books, the characters of which he could imitate to great per- 
fection. He began to compofe verfes, farther back than he 
could remember ; and, at eight years of age, when he was 
put under one Taverner, a prieft, who taught him the rudi- 
ments of the Latin and Greek tongues at the fame time, he 
met with Ogleby’s Homer, which gave him great delight; and 
this was increafed by Sandys’s Ovid: the raptures which thefe 
authors, even in the difguife of fuch tranflations, then gave 
him, being fo ftrong, that he fpoke of them with pleafure 
ever after. From mr. Taverner’s tuition he was fent to 4 
private {chool at Twiford, near Winchefter, where he conti- 
nued about a year, and was then removed to another neat 
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Hyde-Park-Corner ; but was fo unfortunate as to lofe, under 
his two laft mafters, what he had acquired under the firft. 
While he was at this fchool, being permitted to go to the 
play-houfe with fome of his fchool-fellows of a more ad- 
vanced age, he was fo ftruck with dramatic reprefentations, 
that he formed the tranfactions of the //iad into a play, from 
feveral of the {peeches in Og/eby’s tranflation, conneéted with 
verfes of his own; and the feveral parts were performed by 
the upper boys of the fchools, except that of 4jax by the ma- 
fter’s gardener. At twelve he went with his father to refide 
at his houfe at Binfield, in Windfor foreft, where he was for a 
few months under another prieft, but with as little fuccels as 
before; fo that he refolved now to become his own mafter by 
reading thofe claffic writers who afforded him moft enter- 
tainment ; and, by this method, at fifteen, he gained a ready 
habit in the learned languages, to which he foon after added 
the French and Italian. Upon his retreat to the foreft, he got 
firft acquainted with the writings of Waller, Spencer, and 
Dryden ; in the laft of whom he immediately found what he 
wanted; and the poems of that excellent writer were never 
out of his hands ; they became his model, and from them a- 
lone he learned the whole magic of his verfification. The 
earlieft of his compofitions, now extant in print, is an Ode 
on Solitude, written before he was twelve years of age; and, 
at fourteen, he tranflated the firft book of Statius’s 7 hebais, 
and wrote a copy of verfes on Silence, in imitation of the earl 
of Rocheffer’s poem on Nothing. The year following he be- 
gan an epic poem, intitled, Alcander; which he afterwards 
committed to the flames, as he did likewife a comedy and 
tragedy, the latter taken from a ftory in the Legend of St. Ge- 
nevieve ; both of thefe being the produé& of thofe early days. 
But Wis Paftorals, which were written in 1704, when he was 
only fixteen years of age, were efteemed by Sir William Trum- 
ball, mr. Granville, mr. Wycherly, mr. Walfb, and others of 
his friends, too valuable to be condemned to the fame fate. 
His Meffiah, his Vindfor-Foreff, the firft part of which was 
written at the fame time with his Paflorals, his Effay on Cri- 
tici/m in 1709, and his Rape of,Lock in 1712, eftablifhed his 
poetic character in fuck a manner, that he was called upon, 
by the public voice, to enrich our language with a tranflation 
of the Jiiad, which he began at twenty-five, and executed in 
five years, This was publifhed for his own benefit by fub- 
{cription, the only kind of reward, which he received for his 
| writings, 
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writings, which do honour to our age and country, his re- 
ligion rendering him incapable of a place; which the lord 
treafurer Oxford ufed to exprefs his concern for, but without 
offering him a penfion, as the earl of Halifax, and mr. fecre- 
tary Craggs, afterwards did, when mr. Pope declined it. ‘The 
vigour of his migd, and the number and quality of his works, 
are the more remarkable, on account of his perfonal infirmi- 
ties, derived from both his parents, and the ill ftate of his 
health, frequently interrupted by violent pains of the head. 
But a dropfy in the breaft, at laft, put a period to his life, 
at the age of 56, on the 3oth of May 1744, at his houfe at 
Twickenham, where he was interred in the fame gravé with’ 
his father and mother. His works, which are in the hands 
of every perfon of true tafte, and will laft as long as our lan- 
guage thall be underftood, render unnecefiary all remarks up- 
on him as a writer, equally admired for the dignity and fub- 
limity of his moral and*philofophical writings, the vivacity of 
his fatirical, the clearnefs and propriety of his dida&tic, the 
richnefs and variety of his defcriptive, and the elegance of all, 
added to an harmony of verfification, and correétnefs of fen- 
timent and language, unknown to our former poets; and 
of which he has fet an example, that will be an advantage or 
reproach to his fucceffors. His profe-ftyle is as perfec in its 
kind as his poetic, and has all the beauties proper for it, 


join’d to an uncommon force and perfpicuity. Under the 


profeffion of the Roman catholic religion, to which he ac- 
hered to the laft, he maintained all the moderation and charity 
becoming the moft thorough and confiftent proteftant. His 
converfation was natural, eafy, and agreeable, without any 
affeGtation of difplaying his wit, or obtruding his own judg- 
ment, even upon fubjects, of which he was fo eminently a 
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Art. xxxvit. Meffieurs J. and P. Knapton, and mr. Row 
bert Dodfley, bave lately publifhed, by fubfeription, the fix 
ollowing Drawincs: Being the First SERyEs of a fet of 
Prints, intitled, Englith Hiftory delineated ; comprehending 
what may be called the Ancient Hiltory ; being the period from 
the landing of Julius Ceefar to the Conquett: viz. 1. The 
landing of ‘fulius Cafar. 2. The noble behaviour of Ca- 
raéiacus the Briton, before the Emperor Claudius at Rome, 
4. Vortigern and Rowena; or the fettlement of the Saxons 
in England. 4. The converfion of the Saxons to Chriftia- 
nity. 5. Alfred the Great in the ifland of Athelny, receiv- 
ing news of a victory over the Danes, 6. The Norman 
congueft ; or, the battle of Ha/tings. 


HE drawings, which are eighteen inches by fourteen, 

are finifhed in a mafterly manner by mr. Hayman and 

mr. Blakey in /ndian ink ; and are engraved with delicacy and 

correétnefs, by Ravenet, Grignion, and Scotin: being intended 

to exhibit a fpecimen of the prefent perfection of thefe arts in 

England; as alfo, to fix the principal events of our hiftory in 

the mind; of which a fhort account is printed in fix pages, 
by way of explaining and connedling them together. 

The terms to fubfcribers were thirty fhillings for the fix 
prints; a price which will hardly be thought unreafonable, 
when it is known, that the proprietors have expended upwards 
of five hundred guineas for the defigning and engraving thefe 
fix plates only. 

The following is a fhort fketch of the hiftorical paflages 
delineated in this firft feries of prints. 


I. The Landing of Fulius Cefar. 


Frilfty-four years before the birth of Chrift, Fulius Cafar 

made his firft expedition into Britain, with about two 
legions of foldiers, in eighty veilels. ”*Tis fuppofed his at- 
tempt to land was made near Richborough, in Kent; to 
which place the Britons, being apprized of his defign, re- 
paired to oppofe him, armed, after their manner, with va- 
rious forts of offenfive weapons. Some rode in chariots of 
war, in the axletrees of which were fixed fevthes and hooks: 
but, as to any defenfive armour, except a {mall fhield, they 
had none; and, except the fkin of a beaft thrown over their 
fhoulders, or a fingle coarfe garment round the trunk of 
their bodies, they fought naked, The women alfo went 
' forth 
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@rth to battle, armed with firébrands and darts. The Ko- 
mans in their landing had one great difficulty to ftruggle 
with ; the tranfport fhips drew fo much water, that they 
could not ride clofe enough to the fhore. Ce/ar therefore 
commanded them to be removed, and fome fmaller gallies 
tobe rowed up juft over-againft the Britons; from whence, 
with ftones and darts thrown from their engines, the Ko- 
mans annoyed them very much. At the fame time an en- 
fign in the tenth legion, leaping boldly into the water with 
his ftandard, called out to the reft’ to follow him, unlefs 
they meant to betray the Roman eagle into the hands of the 
enemy. This had the defired effect ; fired by his fpirit, 
they follow him in great numbers: and now, by degrees, 
gaining firm footing on the fhore, the Britons, after a brave 
and obftinate refiftance, were compelled to retire. 

Thefe feveral circumftances and fituations are exprefled 
with great life and fpisit in the plate appropriated to this me- 
morable event. 


i]. The noble behaviour of Czaraéfacus the Briton, 
before the Emperor C/eudius at Rome. 


C#/ar gained very little advantage over the Britons in his 
firft expedition: and though the following year he made 

a fecond attempt, with a larger force, yet he met not with 
much greater fuccefs. After this, the Britons received very. 
little interruptions from the Romans for upwards of ninety 
years. But, in the year of Chrif? 42, Claudius the Empe- 
ror fent a powerful army into Britain, under the conduct 
of Plautius, and, foon after following himfelf, conquered a 
great part of the ifland. To Plautius fucceeded the General 
Oftorius, who, after many engsgements, at laft defeated the 
great Caradtacus, a prince of the Si/ures, or the people of 
South-Wales ; who, flying for refuge to Carti/munda, queen 
of the Brigantes, (Yorkshire, and the more northern counties) 
was by her betrayed and delivered up to Offorius, who fent 
him, with his wife, daughter, and brothers, in chains to 
Rome. To behold this illu@rious prifoner, who had fo 
bravely refifted the power of the Romans for upwards of 
nine years, the whole city was fummoned together as on 
the moft foiemn occafions; the Praetorian guards were 
drawa out, and the Emperor and Emprefs being feated on 
thrones, the proceffion began. Firft came the dependants of 
Coragacus; then the military fpoils and trophies taken from 
T } bims 
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him, amonegft which are reprefented an ancient Britif idol, 
a bafket-fhield, an Englifh mattiff, &c. next followed his 
brothers, his daughter, and his wife; laft of all, himfelf. 
When approaching the throne of Cafar, he addrefled him 
in terms fo fenfible and affecting, yet with an air and man- 
ner fo noble, and fo much fuperior to his prefent fortunes, 
that the Emperor, ftruck with the greatnefs of his mind, 
and the gallantry of his behaviour, immediately ordered his 
chains to be taken off, and reftored his whole family to li- 
berty. 

The two perfons on the fore-ground, at the left-hand of 
Claudius, are Seneca, and his pupil Britannicus. He who 
ftands on the right-hand of Agrippina, is her fon Nero, wha 
fucceeded Claudius in the empire. ‘The heads of thefe three, 
together with thofe of Claudius and Agrippina, are all taken 
from medals, or antique bufts. In the middle is a cenfer of 
incenfe, which was always burnt before the Emperor on thefe 
public occafions. The perfons in the gallery are intended 
f reprefent Verres the prime minifter, and feveral courtiers 
making their addreffes to him. 


III. Vorricern and Rowena: or, the fettlement 
of the Saxons in Britain. 


om the fall of Caraétacus, in the reign of Claudius, to 

the latter end of Ve/pafian’s reign, which was near 
thirty years, the Britains ftruggled with the Romans for 
their liberty. But Agricola, being fent over by Vefpafian 
as governor of Brttain, in about {ix or feven years more re- 
duced the whole ifland to the obedience of Rome, under 
which it continued, till about the year 435, which was 488 
years, after the firft attempt of ‘fulius Cefar. But now, 
the empire falling to ruin, the Raman foldiers were all re- 
cilled, and the Britons left entirely defencelefs. The Piés 
and Scots, taking advantage of their prefent diftrefs, invade 
and plunder their country ; and penetrate as far as Stamford 
in Lincolnfhire. To repel thefe northern invaders, Vorti- 
gern, now king of Britain, calls in to his affiftance an army 
of Saxons; who, under the conduct of Hengiff and Hor/a, 
two brothers defcended from the ancient Woden, and expe- 
yienced commanders, arrived in Britain, and were of great 
ufe in ftopping the progrefs of the Pifs and Scots. But 
Hengift obferving the richnefs of the foil, and the mildnefs 
of the climate, immediately projeéted the making a fettle- 
ment in the ifland, Accordingly, under pretence of being 
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not ftrong enough to repel the invaders, he fent for an ad- 
ditional number of forces; and obferving the amorous dif- 
pofition of Vortigern, he ordered his daughter Rowena, a 
moft beautiful virgin, to come over with them. Some 
time afterwards, inviting the king to a feaft, he commanded 
his daughter to adorn herfelf to the beft advantage; and, 
placing her oppofite to the king, he was fo ftruck with her 
beauty, that, in order to obtain her for his wife, he pre- 
fented her father with the whole county of Kent. And 
thus the Saxons firft gained a fettlement in the ifland of 
Britain. 3 
On the fore-ground of the pifture is feen Rowena on her 
knees, prefenting a cup of wine to the king, who is raifing 
her from the ground, with vifible marks of love in his coun- 
tenance. Hengift, at the lower end of the table, feems to ob- 
ferve the progrefs of his defign with attention. At his left- 
hand fits his fon, a young man; and next to him is Horfa the 
brother of Hengi/?. On Vortigern’s left-hand are two Britifh 
nobles. Behind Hengi/? are the waiters, who, according to 
the German cuftom, are women. Behind Rowena are the 
bard, chronologer, and phyfician of Vortigern, who always 
attended the king on public occafion’. The three ftatues are 
the Saxon gods, Thor, Woden, and Frea; the grandfather, 
ereat-grandfather, and great-grandmother of Hengif? and 
Horfa. Weare told that the Saxons fhaved their beards, but - 
fuffered the hair of their heads to grow, which they tied up in 
aknot| The women wore their robes without fleeves, and 
had their breafts uncovered. In the back-ground is feen the 


fort of Thong-caftle ‘The banquet is in a grove under a 
tent. 


IV. The converfion of the Britons to chriftianity. 


Fats antiquity feems to agree, (as appears: by the tefti- 
monies of Clemens Romanus, ‘ferom, Eufebius, and Theo- 

. doret) that the gofpel was preached in Britain in the Apofles 
age. And, in the Greek Minaon, it is faid, that Arifobulus 
was ordained bifhop by St. Paul; and that, after having re- 
ccived this character, he was difpatched into Britain by that 
Apoftle, Anno D. 56. where meeting with a barbarous and 
favage people, he at length fuffered martyrdom, having firft 
converted many of the inhabitants, and formed them inte 
churches, with ecclefiaftical governors to take care of them. 
He is therefore reprefented in this pi€ture as coming in upon 
the Druids, in the performance of one of their molt folemn 


myiterits, 
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myfteries, that of cutting the facred mifleto from the oak; 
which was always performed by the chief Druid, with a 
golden pruning-knife, and received in a whige woollen fhect 
by feveral other Druids under the tree. On this moft folemn 
occafion they always ufed to facrifice two white bulls. The 
drefs of thefe ancient priefts was a white furplice, particular- 
ly in the performance of their religious offices. “They wore 
their hair fhort, their beards extremely long; they carried 
in their hands a ftaff, and a golden egg hung always about 
their necks. As to their religious tenets, we know very 


_ Tittle concerning them, ‘Tis certain, however, that they 


taught the immortality of the foul, and the doétrine of 
tranfmigration. They built, for the performance of their 
religious rites, certain mounts, which they called Carnes. 
Thefe were about fix yards high, fixty yards round at the 
bottom, and taper to the top, where was placed a flat ftone 
between three and four yards fquare. On this ftone a fire 
was kindled, under which fymbol they worfhipped the fun, 
by the name of Beal; or Bealan; and to this day, in fome 
parts of Ireland, the firlt of May is called Bealtine. On the 
eve of May, in every village throughout the nation, two 
fuch fires were kindled, one on the Carne, and the other 
on the ground; between which fires the-beafts to be facri- 
ficed were to pafs. On the eve of the firft of November 
alfo, there were fuch fires kindled, accompanied with fa- 
crifices and feafting. At this time the mafter of every fa- 
mily was obliged to extinguifh his fires, and take home a 
portion of the confecrated fire to rekindle them, which was 
to procure them profperity for the enfuing year, He was 
to pay, however, for this fire, whether the event proved 
anfwerable or not. If any man did not clear with the 
Druid for the laft year, he was not to have a fpark of this 
holy fire; neither durft any of his neighbours affift him with 
it, under the pain of excommunication. If therefore he 
would bake or brew, or roaft or boil, or warm himfelf and 
his family in the winter, the Druid muft be paid before the ° 
end of Odteber. 


V. Alfred in the ifland of Athelny receiving the news 
of a victory over the Dawes. 


THE Saxon heptarchy continued between three and four 

hundred years, when Egbert, king of the We/f-Saxons, 
fubduing all the reft, united the whole into one kingdom, 
which he named BNGLAND. In the year 832, when ‘ 
ha 
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had not enjoyed: the fole monarchy above four years, the 
Danes made their firft attempt upon this ifland, and con- 
tinued to infeft the kingdom near 200 yeats; and though 
they were frequently repulfed with great flaughter, yet they 
failed not to return with frefh fupplies. At length they 
gained the fovereignty of the kingdom; and Canute the 
Dane, in the year 1917, was crowned King of England. 
During this ftruggle, Alfred the Great, the fixth monarch 
from Egbert, fignalized himfelf in the moft extraordinary 
manner againft them; fighting, in the courfe of his life, 
fifty-fix battles by fea and land, in which he was generally 
-fuccefsful. However, he was once reduced to fo low an 
ebb of fortune, that he was forced to retire alone to the 
land of Athelny in Somerfet/bire, where he lived with a poot 
fhepherd and his wife in a little cottage, neither his enemies 
nor his friends knowing where he was. In this retirement 
he is here reprefented ; and the earl of Devon is bringing 
him the news of thedefeat of the Danes ; where their famous 
ftandard of the Raven, which they fuperftitioully imagined 
carried certain victory along with them, was taken, This 
news infpires him with refolution to make a new attempt: 
accordingly, his prefent drefs being a fufficient difguife, he 
took his harp, and entering the Danifh camp as a harper, 
minutely obferved their fituation, and the difpofition of their 
army; after which, fhewing himfelf to his friends, who 
were gathered together in a large body in the weft, they 
received him with great demonttrations of joy, as one rifen 
from the dead ; and immediately, at Edendon in Wiltfiire, 


engaging the whole forces of the Danes, he gained a com- 
pleat victory. 


VI, The Norman Conqueft; or, The battle of 
Haftings. 


THE Danes, though they had ftruggled with great eager- 

nefs near two hundred years for the conqueft of Eng- 
land; yet, when at laft they had obtained the fovereignty, 
did not hold it above twenty-five years: Canute being 
crown’d King of England in the year 1017, and the Saxon 
line being reftored, in the pesfon of Edward the Confeffor, 
in the year 1042, At the death of Edward the Confeffor, 
there were three competitors for the crown; Edgar Atheling, 
who claimed by right of blood, being granéfon of Edmund 
Mrenfide, the elder brother of Edward ; William duke of 


Normandy, 
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Normandy, who claimed under the promife of Edward ; 
and Harold the fon of earl Godwin, who, having been long 
prime minifter to the late king, poflefled of great power, 
and of the affections of the Engli/b nobility, afcended the 
throne by the voice of the people. 

The principal figure reprefented in this print is Harold, 
pierced into the brain with an arrow, falling from his horfe ; 
and two of his attendants ftepping haftily forward to fupport 
him, while a body of Engli/b foldiers throw themfelves before 
him. A little beyond appears William the Conqueror, prefling 
forward with the Norman horfe, one of whom is feizing the 
ftandard of Harold; and the Engli/b army in general appears 
on the point of flight. G 





Art. xxxviit. Moéffeurs Knapton have alfo lately publifbed 
Axsinus’s Anatomical Tables, on 40 large copper-plates, 
15 inches by 22, beautifully engraved, and printed on large . 
imperial paper. Price 31. 3s. in /heets. 


Hefe plates reprefent various figures of the human fkeleton, 

and of the feveral orders of the human mufcles; alfo 

views of the particular parts, wherein all that belongs to the 

make or habit of each mufcle, is fhewn at large from the body : 

together with tables of explanation, and an hiftorical account 

of the work, which may be had either in Latin or in Englifp. 

The whole containing a compleat anatomical defcription of the 

human fkeleton and mufcles, very accurately and beautifully 
engraved, and printed on 86 fheets of large imperial paper. 

N. B. Thefe tables were publifhed in 29 numbers ; any of 

which may be had feparately. 


Alfo the following articles, which may be confidered as fupplementary 
to the foregoing. 


1. Three whole-length anatomical tables, reprefenting the 
fore view of a man, and two different views of a woman, 
taken from Bidloo’s anatomy, and enlarged to the fame fize as 
Albinus’s anatomical figures of the bones and mufcles. Each 
figure printed on a fheet of imperial paper, with explanations 
of the figures, printed on one fheet of imperial paper. Price 5s. 

z. Acompleat fyftem of the blood veflels, taken from 4/- 
binus’s edition of Euftachius, alfo from Ruy/ch, Haller and Trew, 
beautifully engraved, and printed on four fheets of large im- 


perial paper, (the fame fize as A/binus’s anatomical tables of 
the 
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the bones and mufcles). ‘Together with tables of explanation, 
containing the text of Euffachius, Albinus, Sc. tranflated in- 
to Englifh, and printed on feven fheets of large imperial paper. 
Price 7 s. 6d. : 

3. A compleat fyftem of the nerves, taken from the above 
mentioned authors, beautifully engraved, and printed on four 
fheets of large imperial paper,’ with tables of explanation. 
Price 7s. 6d. 

_N. B. Thefe three parts'contain a compleat anatomical de- 
fcription of the external parts of the human body, the blood 
veflets and nerves. 





Art. xxx1x. The Art of MipwiFERY; or, The midwife’s 
fure guide: wherein the moft fuccefsful methods of practice are 
laid down in the plainef?, cloare/t, and fhorteft manner. By 
George Counfell, furgeon, and praéfitioner in midwifery. 
Svo. 3s. 6d. Bathurft. 


E good intention of this manual on this important fub- 

‘f. je& will fufficiently appear from the following extract 
of the author’s pertinent preface. 

He profeffes that his treatife was defigned for the ufe of 
midwives, and fuch practitioners in England, as are unac- 
quainted with any other language than their own. ‘¢ I have 
taken care, fays he, to write in a plain, eafy ftile, fuch as I ap- 
prehend will render it of more ufe and benefit to them, than. 
moft books I have met with upon the fame fubje&t: but my 
chief care and concern has been, throughout the whole, to 
lay down, in the plaineft, and at the fame time the moft con- 
cife terms, a method of practice, which, for many years 
paft, I can fately aver, upon my confcience, has proved 
fuccefsful, and in many cafes far beyond my own expecta~ 
tion: and fhould I meet with the approbation of the candid 
and learned in the faculty of phyfic, and of other gentle- 
men of experience in this profeffion, I fhall think myfelf 
happy; but much. more fo, fhould I ever hear, that I have 
faved the life of one fingle woman, or infant, by the doc- 
trine herein laid down, or the cautious admonitions I have 
given to young practitioners.’ 

The author then propofes his fentiments on the expedience, 
or rather neceflity, of fubjecting all male and female practiti- 
oners in midwifery to a future ftricter examination and regu- 
lation, under the licenfe of the college of phyficians within 
the bills of mortality, and under that of fuch examiners as 
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they fhall appoint throughout the kingdom; and concludes 
his preface with a very proper caution to all midwives, to ab- 
ftain from the ufe of inftruments ;. which he thinks, and not 
without fome probability, are too frequently recurred to by 
men. 

We fhall give no extra& from the book itfelf, which is 
plainly dida€tic and practical throughout, as they would enters 
tain or improve few but the women to whom they are very 
properly addrefled, and who, we muft fuppofe, make but a 
very inconfiderable part of our readers. It is fufficient to fay, 
that the writer feéms to be a fair, fafe, and rational praétiti- 
oner in thts ufeful art; and as he very juftly thinks the care- 
fulleft adminiftration of it of the utmoft confequence, he muft 
neceflarily allow the expedience of cenfuring all obfcure and 
perplexed performances on the fubject, which he may do, 
without incurring the hazard of including his own under the 
predicament, as the contents of his treatife honeftly anfwer to 
the profeffions of his title-page, which is not the cafe of every 
modern phyfical book. His ftile is properly calculated for the 
readers he propofed : and, upon the whole, he muft be ap- 
proved by as many as judge by that excellent rule quoted by 
us from mr. Pope, (Review, vol. VI. p. 449). | 


In ev’ry work, regard the writer’s end, &c. Mh. 


— 





_— 


ART. XL. An enquiry into the medicinal virtues of Bath- water, 
and the indications of cure which it anfwers. Propofed and 
begun by George Randolph, 44. D. 8vo. 18. Nourfe. 


Hat the reader may underftand what is meant by propofed 

and begun, it may be neceflary to obferve, that the 
pamphlet before us is but a fmall part of the work, which 
the author intends to publifh, at different times, on the vir- 
tues of Bath waters. The method he propofes to purfue in 
the courfe of this work, he tells us, is the fame with that 
luid down in his treatife on Brificl water *. Firff, to 
give a hiftory of the water, and fhew what has been the 
common opinion of phyficians concerning it, what difeafes it- 
has been principally ufed and efteemed for at different times, 
and for what it is at prefent in reputation. Secondly, to enquire 
into 


* The reader will find fome account of this work in. the Review 
for April 1750, p. 461. 
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jnto the nature and caufe of fuch diftempers as it is found 
more efpecially beneficial to, thereby endeavouring to difcover 
what indications it anfwers ; how far it may be depended on 
in the many different diforders it is good for, and how far not. 
Thirdly, to enter into an examination of the feveral proper- 
ties and qualities of this water, fo far as they are difcoverable 
by experiment. 

Such is the method (tho’ not the order) the author propofes 
to follow in the courfe of this work: for the pamphlet before 
us is only a part of the fecond head, relating to the nature and 
caufe of fuch diftempers as are more efpecially benefitted by 
Bath waters. This dr. Randolph has divided into three chap- 
ters: the fir/? is on chronical diftempers in general; the /e- 
cond on the fcurvy ; and the third on the gout. 

In the firf# chapter the author endeavours to explode the 
feveral theories relative to chronical difeafes, and attributes 
their caufe to a difproportion between the ingeffa and ege/ta; 
by which means the crafis of the tranfudatory lymph is alter- 
ed; from whence he fuppofes chronical diftempers derive their 
origin. 

‘ The dedtrine of the lymph, fays he, tranfuding thro’ the 
* coats of the veffels in every part of the body, is as old as 
© Hippocrates, and has of late been fo well eftablifhed by a 
* modern writer, (Abraham Kaau) that there is no need of 
* further proof: our prefent purpofe is rather to fhew the 
* great importance of it, and to prove that aqueous moifture, 
* of which this lymph-chiefly confifts, is the grand inftrument 
‘ of admiffion, diftribution, and fecretion of every thing that 
* goes into the body ; and that the tranfudatory lymph is that 
* which is principally affected by-every error in regard to the 
© ingefla, and that which commurficates it to every part. 

* I thall not here difpute what proportion of our food is 
conveyed thro’ the lacteals, and what is abforbed by the me- 
feraic veins ; in both cafes, whatever enters the blood, is in 
a liquid form, and is carried thither by means of aqueous’ 
moifture, without which nothing can get into, or tranfude 
from, the blood-veffels; and as whatfoever is intimately 
mixed with water, muft impregnate that water, and alter 
its properties more or lefs; this aqueous part of our food 
muft partake of every fault in the firft paflages, or in the 
blood-veffels, that is, of every error in the firft concoétion, 
or in the fecond. 

‘ But when we confider farther, that aqueous moifture is 
not only the inftrument of admiffion into, and tranfudation 
© from, the blood-veffels, but alfo the yehicle which conveys 
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* proper fupplies to the extravafated parts; that every veffel, 
* every membrane, every fibre, receives its natural motion 
“ from it, and that no one function of the body can be per- 
* formed without its help; we fhall then conceive not only 
“ how this tranfudatory lymph partakes of every evil, but al- 
‘ fo how it may communicate it to every part. 

* But when to this we add the influence it has upon the 
glandular fecretions, and confider how they all depend upon 
the healthful {tate of this fluid, we have the greateft reafon 
to believe that this is the humour principally concerned in the 
produGtion of chronical diftempers; that which-firft receives 
the taint, then communicates it to the blood, and afterwards 
fixes it.’ 

Such is the theory our author has laid down, in order to 
explain and account for the caufe of chronical diftempers ; 
but how this theory will be received by the public, time 
will determine. It may, however, be obferved, that if 
chronical diftempers derive their origin from an error in 
the tranfudatory lymph, it is natural to fuppofe that every 
part of the body would be equally affected ; for as this 
lymph, according to the author, tranfudes through every 
part of the body, and confequently is in contact with every 
nerve and fibre, muft not its effects be general? But ex- 
perience fhews us, that chronical diftempers are only local. 
Thus the gout, for inftance, is ufually confined to the feet ; 
but if it owed its origin to a morbific ftate of the lymph, 
it muft be general, becaufe the tranfudation of the morbific 
lymph is general. 

Another circumftance worth obferving in the treatife before 
us is, that the author has endeavoured to explode ail rea/on- 
ings founded on mechanic principles. But theories, which 
have demonftration for their bafes, are not, we apprehend, in. 
any imminent danger from his attacks: for tho’ proper data 
may be wanting to render this method as ufeful as might be 
wifhed; yet that it has already, tho’ fo lately introduced into 
the art of healing, been of confiderable ufe, we prefume no man 
in his fenfes will deny; and therefore we have the greateft 
room to expect, that, if this met hod of reafoning were pro- 
perly cultivated and clearly applied, it would produce the moft 
happy effects. The immortal BoERHAAVE in his Oratio 
de ufu ratiocinii mechanici in medicina, has placed the ufe of 
mechanical theories in the cleareft light. ** Some things,”’ 
fays that great author, ‘* the knowledge of which a few years 
“< ago was defpaired of, are now from fimple and indifputable 
“© experiments of the fenfes, demonftrated in a geometrical 
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€¢ way by mechanics. Confult for this purpofe Borelli, who 
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applies the doétrine of mechanical powers to medicine, 
Read over what Bellini has difcovered from the fame prin- 
ciples, affifted by the invention of Malpighius. Perufe alfo 
thofe problems which Pitcairn propofed to the learned 
world, and demonftrated. Examine what Scheiner, Des 
Cartes, Huygens, have written on the eye; and what Kir- 
cher, Schelhammer, and Moreland have taught us concerning 
the ear and hearing. All thefe prove, beyond contradic- 
tion, the ufefulnefs of mechanical knowledge in medicine 5 
and fhew what might be expected, were the ufe. of it in- 
troduced into the falutary art by fome {kilful phyficians, 
and perfifted in for fo long a time as human patience has 
been able to endure the idle fyftems of fome fects in me- 
dicine. 

<¢ All thefe things will be allowed to be true, and the ufeful- 
nefs of mechanic learning in medicine, is acknowledged with 
refpect to the theory: but it is very commonly faid, that 
mechanic knowledge is of no fervice at all to a practical phy- 
fician. . This plaufible diftin@ion, made with fo much confi- 
dence, does not appear to me to be confiftent ; for 1 do not 
{uppofe, that by theory they mean any other than what clearly 
fhews, from proximate caufes, what is the life of a man in 
health. If this be admitted, as it ought to be, it will follow, 
that this fcience affords us the beft affiftances for the know- 
ledge and cure of difeafes. For he who knows the caufes of 
perfe@ health, muft, whenever they are deficient, be very 
welb qualified to comprehend the origin and nature of 
fuch defe&t, that is, the difeafe; and certainly he, wha 
has the cleareft notion of the immediate caufe of ficknefs, 
is the fitteft perfon to encounter with it: juft as it is ina 
clock, where every one obferves where the hand deviates, 
but none knows how to correét it according to art, but he 
who knowing the exquifite ftructure of. the machine, can 
both find out the defects of the parts, and remedies for the 
fame. So there is not a truth in the theory of medicine, 
which a fkilful artift does not know how to apply to his 
own advantage in practice; and, confequently, to confefs 
the excellency of the mechanic fcience in theory, is to 
grant its ufefulnefs in practice.” 

We have here quoted the opinion of the great Beerbaave, 


to fhew the oppofition betwixt Ais judgment, and that of our 
author, and alfo as a proof that we are far from thinking, that 


Cine. 


mechanical principles and reafonings are of no ufe in i. 
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Art. xL1. Memairs of the life and minifterial conduét, with 
fome free remarks on the political writings, of the late lord 
vifcount Bolingbroke. 8vo. 4s. few’d. Baldwin. 


E fhall endeavour to lay before our readers fuch a 
view of this performance, 2s may enable them to 
form a proper judgment of the manner in which the author 
has executed his defign of giving us the hiftory of lord Boling- 
broke and his writings. What he has advanced is contained 
in a fertes of Ittters to a young gentleman of fortune. In the 
firit of which we have the genealogical hiftory of lord Beling- 
broke, and are told, that there are few or none of thofe cha- 
racteriftic marks of diftinGion, fettled by the ufage of all ci- 
vilized and polite nations, in refpecét to families, that may 
not with great truth and ‘uftice be afcribed to the family of 
St. Jonn, and that in a very eminent degree. To fet this 
in aclear light, our author confiders what thefe characteriftics 
are; and, that he may keep within fome bounds in fo copious 
a topic, reftrains then to five the mott confpicuous, and the 
leaft difputed ; wiz. antiquity, fupported by a clear defcent ; 
dignity, arifing from titles of honour; fplendour, fpringing 
joindy from circumftances of merit and fortune ; power ; and 
large pof{cffions. 

Having endeavoured, in his firft letter, to give a juft notion 
of lord Bolingbroke’s family, he procee/s, in the fecond, to 
fpeak of his education, and tells us, that, how common fo- 
ever the reports may have been of his being bred up in diflent- 
ing princip'es, there is, in fact, no reafon to believe it. We 
are further told, that he had a regular and liberal education; 
and that, having pafled through Eaion .fchool, he was re- 
moved to Oxford, where, fays our author, it may be fair- 
ly inferred, from the company he kept, and the friendfhips 
he made, that he foon rubbed off the ruft of puritanifm, if 

e ever contracted it. 
* By that time he left the univerfity, fays he, mr. St. ‘Fobz 
was defervedly confidered as one who had the faireft oppor- 
tunities of making a fhining figure in the world. He was 
in his perfon wonderfully agreeable, he had a dignity mixed 
with {weetnefs in his looks, and a manner that would have 
captivated the heart, if his perfon had been ever fo indif- 
ferent ; he was remarkable for his vivacity, and had a pra- 
digious memory. Whatever he read he retained, and that 
in a very fingular manner, for he made it entirely his own ‘ 
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and whether he was to fpeak, or to write upon any fubjects 
all he had ever read in his favourite authors occurred to 
him juft as he had read its fo that he delivered this in con- 
verfation, or threw it upon paper, as if he had the book in 
his hand ; a circumftance that it imports you to know, for 
otherwife you will take for ftudied affectation what was to 
him, and, perhaps, on!y him, perfeétly natural. In the 
earlier part of his life he did not read much, or at leaft 
many books, for which he fometimes gave the fame reafon 
that Menage did for not reading Moreri’s dictionary, that 
he was unwilling to fill his head with what did not deferve 
a place there, fince, when it was once in, he knew not 
how to get it, out again. In the fucceeding part of his 
lifey when he had more leifure, a greater part of his time 
was employed in reading, but ftill with much caution; and 
he frequently complained of that neceffity, which arofe 
from political controverfy, of being obliged to perufe a 


multitude of miferable performances. He had _ great 


quicknefs and penetration, could very happily diftinguifh 
the real from the apparent view of polemical writers, and 
had a fprightlinefs and a perfpicuity in delivering his own 
Opinions, which was fure to entertain even thofe he did not 
convince. Thefe were qualities that did not only adorn his 
juvenile years, but grew up, and kept him company thro’ 
all ftations, and under all circumftances:; to which may be 
in fome meafure attributed his being always well received, 
and quickly gaining an afcendency where-ever he came. 
But though thefe were very great, yet they were not his 
only talents: he was blefled with parts, and with parts of 
different kinds, even fuch as the generality of the world are 
apt to confider as incompatible, at leaft, till experience con- 
vinces them of the contrary. 
* His quicknefs, his penetration, his vivacity were accom- 
panied with a great folidity of judgment, and even with a 
fubtilty of thinking and reafoning, which are qualities ‘that 
feem to be the peculiar privileges of another caft of mind. 
Yet they were certainly his. In his youth he was, perhaps, 
not very much given to reflection. There were feafons, 
however, in which, and fubjeéts upon which, he would even 
than reflect. Whenever he did this, there was nothing could 
efcape him. He faw the fort, and he faw the faible of 
whatever he was to maintain, or to refute; and he had 
an inconceivable dexterity in difplaying, or concealing, what- 
ever he was inclined to make apparent, or tohide. The 
great earl of Strafford is faid to have made ufe of the 
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works of a celebrated pipifo author, to help him in makin 
diflin@tions. Mr. St. ‘/o4m-wanted no fuch help. He poflef- 
fed it in that faculty of refle&ti: ng, and after a little ieuae, 
was able to treat any fubject in fo new and fingular a way, 
that it feented to be perfecily changed by his method of ma- 
haging it, fo as to become fufceptible of new arguments in 
its favour, and to be no longer. liable to thafe objections 
with which it had been formerly oppofed. His peculiarity 
of thinking had not that imperfection with which peculia- 
rity of thinking is commonly attended. It did not at all 
affect his manner of fpeaking, which was eafy, natural and 
flowing, and in this too, he very much refembled the earl 
of Strajford; for, however ftrong his thoughts, however 
nice and refined his diftintions, bis language was always 
perfeétly intelligible; and though, upon “ recollection, his 
words appeared to be very artfully chofen, yet, in the 
courfe of his delivery, they feemed to be fuch as offered 
themfelves, and the firft that rofe in his mind. He had, 
as I obferved before, paufes of refleCion; but when once 
his thoughts came to be cloathed in words, there was no 
hefitation, but the difcourfe rolled on like a ftream from 
a perennial {pring ; ftrong, full, clear, and filling equally 
the ear and mind ; for the found and fenfe were fo happily 
united, that you never difcovered trivial fentiments veiled 
in elegant expreflions, or were uble to difcern that the fub- 
limity of his conceptions (uffered through any want of elo- 
cution in their convevance. 

* His early tafte of literature was not accompanied with 
that forwardnefs, which young men are too apt to fhew, in 
difplaying their own parts. His fir turn was to poetry, 
as appears from a copy of verfes.of his to mr. Dryden, and 
fome other compofitions, which, though not at all beneath 
him, for the time in which they were wrote, he did not after- 
wards efteem. It is obferved by mr. Pope, and very juft- 
ly obferved, that he was the patron, the friend and the pro- 
tector of that great poct before mentioned, in the decline 
of his age, though not of his parts, for the very lait poems 
of mr. Dryden are amongft his 708 This too is’a con- 
vincing proof that he was not affected with puritanifm in his 
youth, _ If be had, he would not ee fought, or have re- 
lifhed, mr. Dryden’ s converfation ; he would. not have en- 
tered, as he did, inta familtarities with a certain fet of men, 
who, ‘whatever other blemithes they.might have, were with- 
out gueftion free fromthat. Indeed his humour was fo en- 
tirely removed from Riftuefs, formality, or morofenefs, or 
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rather was fo much the oppofite of thefe, that we cannot 
but confider what fome malevolent critics have infinuated 
of this kind, as fictions that took birth from conjecture, and 
ought, therefore, to be buried in oblivion. He was, in- 
deed, from his youth very unconfined in his choice of com- 
pany. ‘This arofe from a variéty of motives, fome of them, 
perhaps, excufable only ina young man. But, whatever 
motives they arofe from, they were of ufe to him, for eve- 
ry thing was fo that he faw or heard; and if it was not 
fo for the prefent, yet it dwelt upon his memory till fome fit 
occafion called it out, and then, at whatever diflance of 
time, he could produce it with all its circumftances, as if it 
happened but the day before. He was for this reafon more 
improved by the good, and lefs hurt by the bad company 
he kepe. He fifte4, in his hours of leifure, expreflions, ac- 
cidents, evcats; and, what efcaped others without think- 
ing, was to him very frequently matter of thought, from 
which he extra&ed mucb more than ever occurred to them- 
felves. He had an exce!lency in improving hints, that for 
atime gave the highe‘t pleafure, but in the end no lefs pain 
to a certain great man, who loved obfcurity too much, and 
could not bear at his elbow one who was not only able to 
explain his thoughts,*when that was what he wifhed, but 
to penetrate what he took the greateft paihs to conceal. 


© There is no defign, after all this, to perfuade you, that 


mr. St. ‘fohn was fomething more than man, or that in his 
youth he had none of thofe failings, or fell into none of 
thofe indifcretions, which are fo common with young men. 
The truth is, and it is fit you fhould know it, that his cha- 
raCter was in this period of his life expofed through great 
blemifhes, that is, from libertinifm in a very high degree. 
He was much addicied to women, was apt to indulge himfelf 
in late hours, with all thofe exceffes that ufually attend them. 
Thefe were his failings; they have been publifhed by his 
enemies ; the warmeit of his admirers cannot deny they 
were fo; but, with all thefe failings, his genius and his un- 


derftanding were great. Had he been free from them, how- 


evet they would have feemed, and they would have been 
much greater; but even this diminution of mr. St, Fobn’s 
fame, if duly confidered, may be a help to your own. 
Parts are fo far from excufing, that they expofe follies, 
Weaknefles in weak men are nature; but the foibles of men 
diftinguifhed by their abilities, as they can hardly be con- 
cealed, fo they can never be forgiven. Itisatrite, but very 


trivial apology that is commonly made upon thefe occafions, 
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Youth is the feafon of pleafure, and grave thoughts. come 
time enough with grey hairs. But what becomes all this 
time of that pregnancy of wit which conftitutes a firft-rate 
genius? It is feen in a poem, it animates a fpeech, it 
flafhes in a bon mot, or it glitters in a reply. But the great 
bufinefs of a rational mind is the conduct of life, the glor 
of a fuperior mind is to be bright and fteady like the fun. 
It is a vain thing to triumph on the poffeflion of what we 
don’t ufe. Mifers may as well boaft of their feafts, which 
are prodigal to a proverb, as men of genius of their Jucid 
intervals. The power of wifdom is a poor thing if it is nat 
employed. Men of moderate capacities may plead, that oc- 
cafions call them to the performance of tafks to which they 
are unequal; but it is a difmal reflection, that, where na- 
ture has made men fit for all things, they by their own faults 
make wide chafms in life, in which they are fit for nothing, 
or at Jeaft are fit only, like other criminals, to be hung up 
for examples, to fright others who are like them in fome re- 
fpects from being like them in all—yYou will think thefe 
remarks tedious.—But think of them what you will.—Only 
do not forget them.—Your modefty may tempt you to fay, 
My parts are not on a level with St. ‘Zobn’s.—It may be 
fo.—But you may eafily refemble him in his follies. 

‘ Whatever difcredit thefe efcapes from morals and good 
fenfe might bring upon him, they did great honour to his 
parents, who, though they had it always in their power, 
yet would not produce him on the ftage of publi¢ life, till 
every method had been tried, and till a fufficient time had 
been allowed to wear them, in fome meafure at leaft, awzy. 
But, as foon as thefe gufis feemed to be blown over, the 
procured him a fettlement, in ail refpeéts fuitable to his birth 


and expectations, and married him to the daughter and co- 


heirefs, as I take it, of Sir Henry Winchefcomb, of Bickle- 


_bury, in the county of Berks, baronet; a gentleman of 4 


very fair fortune, which defcended to him from a perfon, 
farhous in our old ftory by the familiar name of Fack of 
Newbury. Such as pique themfelves on a graver ftile, 
would tell you, that mr. ‘fobu Winchefcomb was a clothier 
of that town, in the reign of Henry VIII. that, in thofe 
days, he kept an hundred looms; and that, to fhew his 
duty to his king, and his love for his country, he marched 
with an hundred of his men, well cloathed at his own ex- 
pence, to Flsdden-field ; and content with the glory of hav- 


_ing had a fhare in that victory, which coft the king of Scots 


his life, returned with his little army to his native towns 
* and, 
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© and, quitting the poft of captain, refumed that of citizen. 
< He too, by the way, was a benefactor to the church; and 
“ as the people of Newbury formerly fhewed his houfe, fo they 
‘ ftill point to the pulpit and the tower, which were of his 
‘ eredting. Upon this marriage a large fettlement was made, 
‘ the good effects of which he felt in his old age, tho’ a great 
* part of what his lady brought him was taken from him, ia 
© confequence of his attainder. 

‘ The very fame year he was elected with Henry Pynne!, 
Efg; for the barough of Votton-Baffet, and fat in the fifth 
parliament of king Vidliam III. which met on the tenth of 
February, and in which Robert Harley, E(q; was cholen, 
for the firft time, fpeaker. At this juncture mr. St. “John 
was about twenty-fix years of age, and might be prefumed 
fo take his feat in the Engli/h fenate, with as many advan- 
tages as almoft any gentleman that fat there: and this be- 
ing confidered, you cannot pay any great regard to the 
ftories you have been told of his being introduced to places 
and power by this or that great man. He was not called 
to employment haftily, he had time to diftinguifh and make 
himfelf known; and therefore, when he arrived at an em- 
ployment, we may prefume that he deferved it, or that he 
acquired it, as in thofe days moft people did, in virtue of 
his conneétions ; which however, as you will hereafter fer, 
were with fuch people as could not by any means look upon 
him as their dependant.’ 

in order to prevent thofe prejudices, which are fo early and 
fo affiduoufly infufed into young people, frona faftening upon 
the mind of the gentleman to whom our author addreffes his 
letters, he takes occafion, in his third letter, to difcourfe 
largely upon parties, without entering into any detail of their 
principles ; and endeavours to fhew, from a feries of facts 
drawa from our own hiftory, that the fpecious opinions of 
party ferve only to fubje&t the public intereft to the views of 
private men, and are the feeds of factions that aim at nothing 
more than the pofleffion of power. He concludes this letter 
in the folowing manner: * Phe conclufion, fays he, I would 
* have you draw from all this, is, that party-pretences ought 
* not to be the rules of aétion to any wife or worthy man ; 
* and therefore it is no imputation on any man, that he has 
* flighted or contemned them ; and that true public {pirit, 
* coniifling in the invariable purfuit of public good, is the 
* only certain chara@teriflic of a patriot, whether it be difco- 
* vered by the meafures to which he adhcres in power, or from 
-U4 * the 
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€ the oppofition he may be engaged in, to fuch as are, purs 
¢ fued, when he is out,’ 

In the beginning of his fourth letter he takes oceafion to 
obferve, that, as mr. St. John, at his firit fetting out, went 
with the majority, who, in thofe days, were confidered as 
Tories, he muft be looked upon as coming into the world un- 
der that denomination ; and confequently, that thofe are ma- 
nifeftly in the wrong, who charge him with changing fides in 
the earlieft part of his life. * His condué in this refpect, fays 

he, will not certainly appear inexcufable evey to fevere judges, 

or fuch as have always efpoufed the principles of the Whigs ; 
fince, upon the trial of the lord Somers, we find the duke 
of Somerfet, the ear] of Marlborough, and the lord Godolphin 
againft him; and the two laft lords generally concurred 
with the Tories, in their protefts, in the houfe of peers.’ 
He now proceeds to confider one of the moft material 
tranfactions, as he calls it, in mr. S¢. Fabn’ s life, and which 
has been the moft controverted: the account we have of it 
is as follows. | 

‘ It was put into the number of charges againft him, fo 
© early as the year 1710, and very frequently and loudly re- 
© peated after, that he voted, this year (1702), againtt the 
© fucceffion in the houfe of Hlanover, which in a little piece of 
s 
a 
a 


Pe ee ee 2 


his, publifhed in 1731, when it was urged as a thing noto- 
rious and undeniable, this noble perfon ‘calls a falfe ond i im- 
pudent affertion. He farther adds, that the bill for fettling 
the proteftant fucceffion, pafled in 1701, and not in 1703. 
© He likewife obferves, that, in the fame year, a bill was 
© brought into parliament, by Sir Charles Hedges and himfelf, 

e entitled, ‘© A bill for the further-fecurity of his majefty’s 
Cf ne fon, and the fucceffion of the crown. in the proteftant 
‘¢ line, and extinguifhing the hopes of the pretended prince 
“© of IX ales, and all other pretenders, and their open and fecret 
© abettors.”” Inthe progrefs of this bill thro’the houfe, tho’ there 
were fome debates and divifions about particular claufes and 
© amendments, yet the bill was. pafied without any divifion. 
‘ It is then obferved, that the divifion referred to, of one 
© hundred and feventeen to one hundred and eighteen, hap- 
¢. pened upon a claufe added by the lords, to a bill for 
*¢ enlarging the time for taking the oath of abjuration,” 

¢ which claufe regarded only fuch perfons, as had neglected 
“ to take the abjuration oath in time, and provided, ‘* that 
** if fuch perfons had forfeited any office, &c. to which any 
*¢ other perfon had been preferred, the former fhould not 
*§ be reftored by taking the advantage of this a@t.” At firft 
¢ fight 
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fight, one would think this 4s full and clear an anfwer as 
could be given; and yet fuch difference there is in men’s 
fentiments, that thofe who brought this charge adhered to 
it, and undertook roundly to fhew, that it was, in reality, 
no anfwer at all: and that you may have an opportunity 
of coming at truth, I fhall ftate to you, as plainly, and as 
fuccinctly, as I can, the grounds upon which they went. 
* They affirmed, that the bill, as it went from the com- 
mons, was framed by the Tories, and calculated to give, 
fuch as could not hitherto digeft the abjuration-oath, a year’s 
refpite ; and the reafon they gave for it was, that, fince 
the acceffion of the queen, many were inclined.to come 
in, and take that oath, who declined it befere. When 
this bill came up into the houfe of lords, three claufes were 
added, by way of amendment, to this bill. By the firft, it 
was provided, that no perfon, who had already loft his poft, ‘ 
or employment, for want of taking that oath, fhould 
be reftored in virtue of this aé&, in cafe his poft, 
or employment, was poflefled by another. ‘The fecond 
claufe made it high-treafon for any perfon whatever, their 
abettors or affiftants, to endeavour to deprive, or hinder 
any perion, next in fucceffion to the crown, for the time 
being, according to the limitation contained in the twe acts 
pailed for regulating the fucceffion. ‘The third claufe ex- 
tended the abjuration-ac& to /reland. Thefle were very 
warmly debated, when the bill came down again, for the 
concurrence of the houfe of commons. At length there 
was a divifion upon the firft amendment, and it was 
carried to agree with the lords by a fingle vote. The 
great ftrefs of the debate lay upon the fecond, which was 
the mott material amendment, and the only one in which 
the fucceflion had any concern, Yet, according to the 
reafon of things, and the practice of the houfe, they divi- 
ded upon the claufes made by the lords as they ftood in 
their order, marked A, B,C. The firft, marked A, was 
that upon which this famous divifion actually happened ; 
but it is urged, that the Tories only divided upon that, to 
try their ftrength, and having loft it, tho’ by the fmalleft 
of majorities, were afraid to divide againft the reft; and it - 
is alledged, that two circumftances put this point of fact 
out of doubt: firft, that mr. Granville faluted Sir AZaithew 
Dudley when this divifion was over, in thefe words, How 


fare you, Mynheer Dudley? To which Sir Matthew re- 


© plied, Fort bien, monfieur Granville: the infinuation is fo 
* plain, that £ will not point it out, The other circumftance 


* was, 
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© was, that mr. Dyer, who wrote a famous news-letter at this 
time, gave his fentiments of the matter in thefe words: 
The Prince of Waves /of it in the houfe only by one vote. 
This is the evidence in fupport of the charge put in the 
ftrongeft light poffible. 

‘ But though this reply fhould be thought fufficient to dif- 
able the anfwer, yet it may be worthy of your calm and 
ferious confideration, whether it, beyond all contradiction, 
fixes the charge. For, in all fuch debates, it may be with 
great probability afferted, that men frame their opinions from 
very different motives, even when they vote on the fame 
fide ; and therefore, though all the warm men of both par- 
ties might conceive the fucceflion deeply interefted, yet fome 


eon A A 


and might alledge, in fupport of them, thefe two argu- 
ments: Firft, That it was unufual and improper to intro- 
duce aclaufe of the higheft importance, enacting a new 
fpecies of treafon, in a bill regarding a matter of far lefs 
weight; and, Secondly, Tchat whether thefe claufes ftood 
part of the bill or not, the fucceffion of the houfe of Hano- 
ver would ftill have remained fixed and eftablifhed by law. 
In refpe&t to which mr. St. Zohn had been undeniably in- 
ftrumental, in drawing and bringing in the bill that fixed 
it ; whereas, in this cafe, his oppofition was but conftruc- 
tive, at the moft ; and this not againft the fucceffion itfelf ; 
but againft the new method of. fecuring it. Neither will it 
appear abfurd to a man of candour, as well as capacity, if 
we fhould fuggeft, that very poffibly mr. St. ‘John, from his 
conduét in the former point, thought himfelf the more at 
liberty to aét as his reafon dictated, as to the latter.’ 
Towards the clofe of this letter we are informed, that, on 
the twentieth of April 1704, mr. St. ‘Fohn was made fecretary 
at war, and of the marines, in the room of William Blath- 
wayt, E{q; , 

Our author appears very defirous that it fhould be thought 
he owed thefe employments to his own merit and the confpi- 
cuous figure he made in the houfe of commons; and not, as 
has been alledged, to the favour of the duke of Marlborough, 
or the friendfhip of mr. Harley. In thofe days, we are told, 
connection was avowed ; but dependance, by men of fortune 
and family, difdained. ‘Though our author is very detirous 
to make it appear, in this letter, that mr. St. ‘fohbe was not 
introduced, or held up by the chin, (to ufe his own phrafe) 
through the intereft or affeGtion of this or that great. mans 
but that he made his way by a difplay of thofe talents which 
are 
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are the moft effential and the moft valuable in an Engh gen- 
tleman; yet it is obfervable, that he is very {paring in pro- 
ducing inftances where thofe valuable talents were difplayed. 

In the fifth letter he informs us, that mr. St. ‘fobu had a 
great fhare of the management of affairs in the houfe of com~ 
mons, during the feffion in anno 1705 ; and that he difcharged 
his duty fo well, that a certain prelate, who would not have 
lavifhed his compliment to a ftatefman of his independant {pi- 
rit, is fo impartial as to own, that he was a perfon of much 
aétivity. ‘After this he proceeds to make fome obfervations 
on the conduét of the Tories, when out of power: hear what 
he fays. 

« Before we part with this feflion, it may not be amifs to 
© obferve, that the Tories, having thrown themfelves out at 
© court, became at this time very zealous for the Hartover 
£ fucceffion ; and as an undeniable proof of their warmth, as 
£ well as fincerity in this meafure, they propofed inviting over 
© the princefs Sophia. It is indeed true, that lord Haverfham, 
€ who opened that debate in the houfe of lords. was never 
¢ looked upon as a Tory, but quite the contrary ; but he was 
‘ feconded by the duke of Buckinghamjuire, and the earls of 
6 Nottingham, Rochejler and Anglefey {poke with great earneft- 
€ nefs in the debate, at which the queen was herfelf prefent, 
6 though incognito, This was thought very fingular, and 
‘ many reflections have been made upon it. |] fhall there- 
¢ fore take the liberty of making one. The Tories, very pro- 
* bably looked upon thteir cafe, as.a party, in a manner, def- 
¢ perate, as they were for the prefent fhut out of power, and 
© which was, in truth, a very aggravating circumftance, fhut 
* out by a princefs, and by miniiters, whom they had always 
© looked upon as of their own principles. Their prefent 
* fituation was bad; but their profpect, with regard to futu- 
§ rity, was worfe. The very meafures they had taken ‘to 
€ fecure themielves in the good graces of the queen upon the 
* throne, had given their opponents an opportunity, and to 
$ the honour of their opponents it muft be faid, that was 
* what they never let flip, as reprefenting them as very cool 
* towards the proteftant fucceffion. If, therefore, this opi- 
* nion continued or prevailed, the Tories, under the great 
§ difappéintment of prefent expetations, had the misfortune 
* of feeing their hopes blafted, as far as human forefight could. 
* reach. It was this, in iny poor opinion, that determined 
* them to the meafures before-mentioned; which at once 
$ gratified their refentment, and revived their expectations. 
* an refpect to the firft, like all exafperated parties, they for- 
‘ * got 
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got that the perfon againft whom their rage was pointed, 
was their miftre/s and their queen. Some of them forgot’ 
more; they forgot the returns of gratitude, and the ties of 
nature. ‘The duke of Buckinghamfhire, who made her the 
firft compliment after her acceffion, by replying, when her 
majefty faid, that the eighth of A/Zarch, on which king Wil- 
liam died,, was a dull, cloudy day, For all that, madam, it 
is the fineft I ever faw in my life, now loft all decency, and 
faid, in her hearing, that the queen might become childifh, 
do nothing of her own head, but be entirely paffive under 
thofe in whofe hands fhe was or might be. The earl of 
Rochefter, who was her uncle, relumed the fame behaviour 


he had worn in the former reign, and {hewed the rucgedne(s 


of his nature in the coarfe afperity of his language. This 
did not ferve their purpofe at home in any degree, and for 
no length of time abroad. The qucen had great goodnefs, 
but fhe was not infenfible: the junto lords, as they were 


. Called, not only parried the thruft, by which they prefer- 


ved the queen from ftill greater mortification, but they pufh- 
ed at the fame time ; for upon this motion, they grounded the 
bill foraregency, the only real fecurity the proteftant fuccceffion 
wanted, which they knew not well how to obtain ; and of 
which, though they made the Tories their infruments, yet 
they. took all the merit to themfelves. At Hanover, indeed, 
they, I mean thofe ‘eminent politicians the Tories, made 
their court to the princefs Ssphia, who, tho’ far in years, 
had great vivacity of temper, and would not have been dif- 
pleafed to contemplate nearer at hand the fplendor of that 
diadem, which it was not at all impoffible fhe might one 
day wear. But even this, though it might confole 
them for the prefent, was afterwards of little or no 
fervice. 

* In this political tempeft mr. St. Zohn did not ride in the 


~ whirlwind, or direct the ftorm ; but, in conjunction with mr, 


fecretary Harley, when a motion of the like nature was made 
in the hovufe of commons, infifted upon firft reading the bill 
for a regency that came from the lords; and, by this dex- 
trous management, defeated it, without a divifion or debate. 
The lord high treafurer, Godolphin, who naturally loved foft 
meafures, was very well pleafed with a method that did 
the bufinefs, and faved wrangling. If you have’ an oppor- 
tunity of converfing freely with fuch as lived in thefe times, 
and are inquifitive in a proper manner, you cannot but be 
informed, that, if fecretary Harley, or mr. St. ‘fobn had 


“been inclined to fifh in troubled waters, they had opportu- 
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nities enough; and as, inftead of doing this, they vifibly 
applied their parts and diligence in preventing things from 
running into heats and diforders,: we ought not to give any 
hafty credit to accufations unattended with cvidence, againft 
a behaviour fo apparently the reverfe of what it is fuggefted 
tohave been. ‘The general and the treafurer, itis acknow- 
ledged, had at this time no fuch fufpicions ; and this is a 
better argument, that they had no caufe for them, than any 
that has hitherto been produced on the other fide.’ 
In this letter we have likewife a fhort account of GREGG’s 
bufinefs, and the refignation of Harley, St. ‘fohn, and Manjel, 
and of the reafons that were alledged, by the moft intelligent 
amoneft the /Vhigs for driving out thefe gentlemen. In the 
beginning of the fixth letter, our author tells us, that the 
turning out mr. Har/ey and his friends did not produce any 
bitternefs or ¢iolence in the houfe of commons ; and that in 
the new parliament called by, and chofen under the influence 
of, the new miniftry, mr. S¢, oon was not a member, which 
is a certain indication, he fays, that, though poffibly he might 
not be without refentment, yet he had not any rancour againft 
the great men who were at the head of the queen’s miniftry. 
After this he goes on, in the remaining part of the letter, 
to confider the conduct of the miniftry in refpect to domeftic 
affairs, and the management of the war ; and then proceeds, 
in the feventh, to give a fhort reprefentation of the next mi- 
nifterial revolution, and of thofe principles upon which it 
was really made, at leaft on the part of the queen, and thofe 
whom fhe principally trufted and employed. As it would carry 
us beyond the bounds we muft prefcribe to this article to give 
our readers an account of what he advances on thefe points, 
we fhall confine ourfelves to what he fays in regard to the 
part mr. St. ‘fobn acted when fecretary of ftate. 
‘ There is no doubt, fays he, that our new adminiftration 
had their eyes turned to a general peace, as foon as the reft 
of their neighbours ; but it is highly likely, alfo, that they 
did not lofe fight, for all that, of the propereft meafures for 
continuing the war, or for continuing it-with vigour, and in 
fuch as manner, as might be-moft for the credit, and moft 
for the advantage of this nation. - It was very.natural,. it 
was very fit for them to do fo, fince-there was nothin 
plainer, than that- they could: never expeét to make a fafe 
and honourable; pezce-by .any other means. Harley, St. 
Jcbn, and. Harcourt were never thought fhallow fellows, 
and let them. be fufpeed of what they would, nobody ever 
entertained a fufpicion, that.they.wanted abilities for their 
2 © refpective. 
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refpective places, or that they were content to hurt thenj- 
felves that they might vex the oppofite faction, without any 
refpect to the welfare of their country. For thefe reafons, 
I think, I may demand your belief, that fo long as they 
found it neceflary to continue the war, which I grant was 
for as fhort a feafon as poffible, they likewife intended to 
carry it on with fuccefs. | 
* Amongtt other projects for this purpofe, I reckon that in 
which or. fecretary St. ‘Zobn had a very great, if not a chief 
hand, for reducing Quebec, and abridging the French power 
in North America. ‘You may have heard this railed at, arid 
ridiculed as an idle Tory projeét, foolifhly contrived, and 
madly. executed ; nay, you may meet with fome, who will 
not blufh to aflure you, that it had not a woftfe end than 
was expected, and that none were le/s affected by the mif- 
carriage than the authors of it. But as thefe are wild and 
improbable, if you conclude them alfo to be falfe and ground- 
Jefs reports, you will not, as far as I am able to learn, be 
very much in the wrong, as [ fhall endeavour to convince 
you in very few words, and then you will know what to 
think of the reprefentations one party makes of the defigns 
of another. ~ 

¢ There had been a defign of a like ‘nature attempted, un- 
der the reign of King William, as unprofperous as this; fo 
that failing in it could not be criminal. ‘The very fcheme 
now carried, into execution had been approved by the lord 
treafurer Godolphin 5; and Sir Thomas Hardy and general 
Maccartney were to have commanded the fleet and the forces, 
from whence we may conclude, it was not either a frivolous 
or a foolifh defign ; and as to the minilters, particularly Mr. 
fecretary St. ‘fobn’s being in earneft, you cannot eafily en- 
tertain any doubt, if you read his letters inferted in Sir Ho- 
venden Walker's account, and confider that the command of 
the troops was given to general Hill, lady Majfham’s bro- 
ther. They muft be ftrange politicians indeed, who would 
plot againft themfelves, or even negleét any precautions in 
their power, for the fupport ef an enterprize, in which both 
their interefts and their reputations were at ftake. Plaufible 
arguments may incline us to believe ftrange things, bat 
there is no believing on bare fuggeftion, backed by bold af- 


© fertions, againft fuch conclufive reafons. 
>» ag 


* But it has been faid, and I freely own to you, not with- 
out truth, that there were fome confiderable miftakes com- 


* mitted in the very firft digeftion of this defign. The thips 


* that were employed were too large ; they had not any, of, 
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at leaft, they had not enough perfons on board, who were 
well acquainted with the navigation of the river of St. Law- 
rence ; and they made too long a ftay upon our own coafts. 
Thefe, and fome leffer inconveniences might have been 
prevented, if the admiralty had been confulted ; but fecre- 
tary St. Fobn, and his friends were fo tenacious of their fe- 
cret, and had fo great a confidence in fome, who were then 
intrufted with the management of publick affairs, in the 
northern colonies of America, that they flattered themfelves 
with the hopes of furprifing both friends and foes, by ftrik- 
ing a great ftroke in that part of the world, and of preferv- 
ing the conquefts that this armament fhould make by the 
general peace they hadtn view. If in this they were dif- 
appointed, they might be unfortunate, but they were not 
culpable, even allowing the miftakes they committed, fince 
they were fuch as they could not forefee, and after all, the 
mifcarriages and lofles of this expedition were, in reality, 
owing to negligence, inactivity, backwardnefs, and fome- 
thing worfe in certain perfons in New England, where the 
French had their agents, and where thofe agents had but 
too much influence. As the fuccefs of this defign would 
have done the authors of it great honour, fo the want of it 
expofed them to much reproach. They were charged with - 
concerting this enterprize while the parliament was fitting, 
without afking their advice, or even acquainting them there- 
with ; though it is evident, that if they had done fo, it muft 

have been divulged to allthe world. They were cenfured for 

fending out a fquadron victualled for a fhort time, when 

provifions and ftores might have been furnifhed without any 

difficulty ; but their aim was to conceal their real intention 

from the enemy, by victualling the fleet fhort, upon a fup- 

pofition that they would find every thing they could want 

provided for them in America. They were blamed for not 

having {kilful pilots; and thefe too were to have been fur- 

nifhed in New England, where there were ten people ac- 

quainted with the navization of the river of St. Lawrences 

for one that could have been found here. And, in fine, 

they were bitterly inveizhed againft, for withdrawing a few 

regiments from the duke of Marlborough’s army ; as if crufh- 

ing the French power, and extending the Englifh empire in 

America, had not been of as much confequence, at leaft to 

this nation, as having three or four thoufand men, more or 

; lefs, in Flanders, making conquefts for our good allies. 
Whatever rectitude there was in their intentions, they were 
unlucky in the execution of them; and this, im that time 
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© of confufion, was fufficient to expofe them to clamour and 
© calumny enough ; and, which is worfe, difabled them from 
¢_doing that fervice to the nation which ftill remained to be 
“done. I mean, reducing the French power-in Canada, or 
© fettling, on that fide, a good frontier for us. 

¢ There is another point relating to this expedition, of 


you converfe with fuch:as lived in thefe times, and were well 
acquainted with what was then doing. It is this, that the 
fum of twenty thoufand pounds was gained from the public, 
or, in plain terms, that the nation was cheated of that fum, 
by the contrivance, or, at Jeaft, with the knowledge of Mr. 
feeretary St. ‘Fohn. It is very certain, that the then high 
treafurer, the eatl of Oxford, informed Queen Anne of this, 
in a paper addrefled to her Majefty, and likewife took to 
himfelf the merit of preventing this fror4 falling, in the next 
feffion, under the infpection of the houfe of commons. Yet 
when this affertion of his was converted into an article of 
impeachment, and himfelf charged with impeding juttice, 
by fuch a concealment, he alledged, in his own defence, 
that the reafon he hindered it from coming before parlia- 
Ment was, that, upon a clofe examination, the proof was 
not clear, and he judged that a feafon very improper for 
commencing fuch an inguiry, when it could not be fully 
made out. He further adds, that the papers upon which 
he grounded his opinion, had been long in the hands of the 
houfe of commons, which impeached them both; and he 
had not heard, that they thought them fufficrent foundation 
for fuch a charge. A circumftance which rather proves his 
miftake, than his antagonift’s mifbehaviour. You will like- 
wife confider, that at the time the earl’s paper was fent to 
the Queen, thefe two noble perfons were at open variance, 
which circumftance might very poffibly grve things the 
appearance of conviction, that when more coolly confider- 
ed, did not rife quite fo high. As to this, however, the 
facts being before you, it is not at all my mtention to give 
any bias to your judgment, but leave you free to decide, or 
to fufpend your thoughts about it, as on the whole fhall feem 
moft reafonable.’ 

Tt would require a volume, he tells us, to difcufs the con- 
duct-of Mr, fecretary St. ‘Zohn, through the long courfe of the 
negotiations for a peace ; accordingly. we are referred, for fa- 
tisfaction on this head, to a little piece, (the title of which 
out zuthor does not give us) in which his conduét is fully re- 
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prefented. After this he proceeds to inform us, that the great 
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which you have heard, or, ‘at leaft, will probably hear, if 
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truft of managing the affairs of the adminiftration in parlia- 
ment during that feffion, waich began December 7, 1711, was 
committed to Mr. fecretary St. Fobn, who, to gxcite the moft 
earneft defire of peace, employ’d himfelf with indefatigable di- 
ligence, in drawing up the moft accurate computations, as 
to the number of our own troops, the number of foreigners, 
and the {ums paid by way of fubfidies, during the courfe of 
the war; which, our author fays, was certainly as dextrous 
and as efficacious a piece of management as had, perhaps, till 
then been attempted in parliament, being a double edged wea- 
pon, that cut both ways. He concludes this letter in the 
following manner. 

‘ This may ferve as a fpecimen of the fecretary’s conduct, 
¢ upon whom, at ‘this jun¢ture, the great weight of bufinefs 
© lay ; “and tho’ it is generally faid, and, which is more, as ge~ 
© nerally acknowledged, that, even at this time, he gave a great 
“ loofe to his pleafures, and availed himfe}f very little of thofe 
© helps to bufinefs that arife from method ; yet his very ene~ 
© mies even then allow’d, and events will ever prove the truth 
“ of it to pofterity, that he managed with great dexterity, and 
‘ executed the feveral high employments, in which he then 
‘ acted, with fingular facility and capacity. As a ftatefman 
« and a minifter, he had prodigious difficulties to ftruggle with. 
© Moft of the foreign courts we had any tranfactions with, 
© and of confequence their minifters were continually prying 
‘ into, and taking exceptions to his meafures, and that with 
‘a certain fiercenefs, which fometimes drove. him to ex- 
© tremities. The bufinefs of count Gallas, the Imperial mi- 
‘ nifler, who printed, without ceremony, whatever papers 
“ were communicated to him, and was continually complain- 
‘ ing, if papers were printed by any body elfe, made a great 
* noife, and he was at length forbid the court. The a. 
© verian minifter, baron Bothmar’s memorial made ftill more 
* noife, and put the fecretary under yet greater inconve- 
* niences. The letter from the States-general to the Queen, 
* in fupport of their anfwer to the reprcfentation of the hovfe 
* of commons, out-did both thefe, and was likewife publifhed 
‘ from the prefs. With all thefe embarafiments, the weight 
, of a moft intricate and important negotiation lay upon his 
fhoulders, and while his whole time might have been taken 
_ Up in repelling thefe attacks upon his conduct at home, jhe 
_ was obliged to furnith inftructions for the Queen’s minifters 
! abroad, who could, and who would do nothing, but in pur- 
fuance of his directions. As an orator in the fenate, .he 

exerted every different kind of eloquence ; he ftated all the 
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great points that were brought before the houfe ; he per- 
fuaded, he illuftrated, he fupported the refolutions that were 
taken upon them ; he anfwered objections that were made, 
and maintained by the acuteft men in the kingdom, and 
who, to their great abilities in fpeaking, jcined a perfec 
acquaintance with bufinefs, which affords an almoft inex- 
preflible weight to an oppofition. As a courtier too, he had 
many, and very nice affairs upon his hands, and was obliged 
to enter into, and manage private intrigues of a very nice 
and delicate nature, in the midft of his application to public 
bufinefs. So that‘if you take into your view the whole cir- 
cle of concerns that occupied his thoughts at this jun@ture, 
and remember, at the fame time, that he was not without 
his foibles and his vices, you cannot but conceive of him a 
very high and extraordinary opinion ; and inftead of being 
furprized at thofe irregularities and eccentricities that, upon 
a very critical enquiry, were difcovered in his conduct, you 
will rather ftand amazed at the fuccefs which attended his 
endeavours, and that in fpite of the imperfections, which 
even his friends muft acknowledge in his character, he was 
able to do what he did, and to fupport himfelf, and his party, 
againft fuch a fpirit of oppofing, fuch a weight of influence, 
and fuch a torrent of abufe as, at this juncture, both they 
and he fuftained. He was, if you pleafe, a leader of faction, 
but he was a very able leader ; he was a man of pleafure 
and indifcretion, but he was, notwithftanding, a man of 
vaft abilities; he was, in -fhort, after all that the feverett 
critics could fuggeft, and after all that envy and malice 
could invent, a very extraordinary genius, whom while we 
blame, we muft admire, and whom, if any refpeét be due 
to parts, to application, or to the power of atchieving great 

things by dint of them, we muft commend. 
¢ The parliament being prorogued in the beginning of Fu- 
ly, it was foon after known, that her Majefty had been gra- 
cioufly pleafed to fign a warrant for a patent’s paffing the 
great feal, to create Mr. St. ‘fobn a peer. This honour, 
it feems, had been intended him before, but his prefence be- 
ing fo neceflary in the houfe of commons, the lord treafurer 
prevailed upon him to remain there during that feffion, up- 
on a promife that his rank fhould be preferved to him. Ac- 
cordingly he was, by letters patent, under the great feal, 
created vifcount Bolingbroke, and baron St. Fobn, of Lidyard 
Tregoze, with remainder, in cafe he died without iffue male, 
to his father, Sir Henry St. Fobn, baronet, and his heirs 
male. You will obferve, that I have before mentioned to 
yeu, that Paalet St. Fobn, earl of Bolingbroke, deceafed ? 
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© the month of Ofober preceding this creation, by which the 
« earldom became extiné, though the barony of Blet/hoe did 
© not. It is not altogether improbable, that, confidering the 
“ great fervices he had done, and the great clamours to which 
© he had been expofed, Mr. Secretary St, ‘Fobn expected that 
© the old title fhould have been revived in his favour; at leaft, 
® it is certain, that he was not entirely fatisfied with his new 
® honour, which gave the lord treafurer, and the reft of the 
© miniftry no {mall uneafinefs.’ 

In the beginning of the eighth letter, we have an account 
of lord Bolingbroke’s journey to Paris, and of the reafons for 
fending him thither ; and here our author takes occafion to 
obferve, that there is as little probability as evidence, of his 
holding any correfpondence with the court of St. GERMAINS, 
during his ftay at Paris. After this he lays before us the me- 
thods that were practifed by the ‘oppofition, to render the 
peace fufpected, and the miniftry odious, while it was nego- 
tiating ; and then proceeds to confider what political judgment 
ought to be formed of the treaty of Urrecut. He gives usa 
view of what may be offered in vindication of the negotiators ; 
and though he thinks it probable, that more might have been 
obtained, yet this probability, he fays, does not, in the leaft, 
diminifh the value of what was obtained. ‘Towards the con- 
clufion of this letter, he lays before us the fteps that were taken 
to remove the lord treafurer, and fhews what mifchiefs arofe 
from that faction which oppofed him. 

In the beginning of the ninth letter, our author tells us, 
that lord Bolingbroke was removed from his high office in two 
days after the Queen’s death, and that though this muft have 
obliged him to make many ferious reflections, yet he was far 
from difcovering any figns of apprehenfion, but, on the con- 
trary, took frequent occafions to declare he was able to vindi- 
cate his own conduct, and applied himfelf, with much induftry 
and vigour, to keep up the fpirit of the friends to the late ad- 
miniftration, during that fhort feflion of parliament which 
followed the Queen’s death. He goes on to fhew how he op- 
pofed, in the firft parliament of King GeorGe, an addres 
which cenfured the Queen’s miniftry, and the peace ; and tells 
us, that his lordfhip, collecting from the nature and iflue of 
the debate upon the addrefs, that he was in danger, thought 
fit to withdraw in a few days, and going poft for Dover, em- 
barked there for Calais. 

On Axguf the 6th 171}, we are told, that the Commons fent 
up articles of impeachment againft him, which were fix in 
number, and demanded that he fhould be committed to fafe 
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cuftody ; but that being informed, by a meflage from the 
Houfe of Lords, that he was not to be found, they, on the 
ioth of the fame month, brought in a bill to attaint him of 
high-treafon, in cafe he did not furrender before the 10th of 
September then next enfuing ; and that this bill having paffed 
both houfes, and received the royal affent, he became, after 
the time elapfed, attainted, by which he loft his honours, and 
an eftate of about two thoufand five hundred pounds a year. 

¢ When his lordfhip was thus cut off from his majefty’s 
« fubjeéts, by an act of attainder, fays our author, his refent- 
© ment led him to enter into the fervice of the pretender ; but 
‘ as he took thefe engagements in a heat, fo he quickly re- 
* pented of, and quitted them. This is the account he gives 
© himfelf, and it is all the account that you can expect to have 
‘ of it. His enemies, indeed, carry it a ftep farther; they 
* fay, that having provoked his late majefty by this behaviour, 
« he made his peace by betraying him ; but this he always po- 
© fitively denied, and put thofe who afflerted it upon the proof 
© of it. On the one hand, he never juftified his own con- 
© duct; fo far from it, that he owned refentment, which was 
‘ his only motive, was a motive of which he had reafon to be 
© afhamed, but he did not think it neceffary to add to this 
‘ confeffion, a fubmiffion to the other imputation, and there- 
* fore he averred it to be falfe. We can fcarce expe to have 
* a clear account of thefe matters in our times ; perhaps there 
« will never be any clear account of them. But be that as it 
* will, it certainly does honour to the compadfion and clemency 
* of the late King George, that, notwithftanding this rath 
© ftep, and without his taking any fuch method as his enemies 
© fuggelt, he was gracioufly pleafed to pardon him, or at leaft 
“ to receive his humble offers of duty and obedience, and to 
‘ afford him, in return, a promile of pardon. One of the 
* brighteft amongft the royal virtues, is mercy ; and we can 
€ atiribute no other defign to the noble perfon, of whom we 
“ are f{peaking, than a defire to illuftrate that of his late ma- 
* jefty in the higheft degree, when he declared, in the moft 
* exprels and public manner, that it was extended to bim un- 
§ afked and unearned.’ 

After this our author proceeds to give a fhort account of 
the application that was made, on his behalf, to parliament, 
in order to his obtaining, in an effeGtual manner, the benefits 
to which the King’s clemency gave him a title. “Towards the 
conclufion of his picce he makes feveral obfervations on his 
lordihip’s writings, which, he tells us, will have their merit 
and their ufe, while either fachion or freedom remains in this 
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country. * Death, fays he, in removing him out of the reach 
“ of envy, and the rage of jealoufy, has extended the utility, 
©.and fixed the immortality of his writings. Their reputa- 
tion will now reft upon their own merit, without fuffering 
any diminution from the failings of their author, Failings 
he had, and who has them not? Were the minifters he op- 
pofed without failings? But thefe did not infect his writings, 
thofe were products of his cooler hours, and fhew us the 
noble efforts of a great genius, when conduCted and fupport- 
ed by experience. ‘They open to us all the fecret fprings, 
and hidden mechanifm, not of our conftitution, for that is 
nobly plain, and gracefully fimple, but of the executive 
powers, and the adminiftration of government ; how thefe 
may be difordered, fpoiled and broken ; how this may be 
difcerned from the motions of the MAC HIN E, and how 
thefe errors may be repaired or prevented. While he lived, 
his teftimony was ever impeached by a fuggeftion, that his 
aim was to have the direction of the PENDULUM. 
That can be faid no more. ‘All his fkill, all his acutenefs, 
all his fagacity are now ufelefs to the AR TIS T: but we 
are confoled for this, by the confideration, that they may be 
fo much the more ufeful to his and our country.—My Pen 
* tw employed in fhewing you this is no panegyrick, 
but juft tribute to merit ; and the reft of the world will 
gradually learn this from the writings themfelves, which will 
be now read with lefs prejudice and more refpect. His writ- 
ings are the MonuMENTs which he confecrated to pofteri- 
ty; and though he is now no more, THESE will lait 

FOR EVER. 
* If, after this, you expect any farther charater of him 
* from me, I know my own abilities too well to make the 
* attempt: but here is one drawn by an able and noble pen, 
* and which appeared about the time he died, or, at leaft, a 
* very little before it. ‘** Lord Bolingbroke had early made 
“¢ himfelf mafter of books and men : but in his firft career of 
“¢ life, being immerfed, at once, in bufinefs and pleafure, he 
‘¢ ran through a variety of fcenes in a furprifing and eccentric 
** manner. When his paffions fubfided by years and difap- 
** pointments, and when he improved his rational faculties by: 
* more grave ftudies and reflection, he fhone out, in his re« 
“¢ tirement, with a luftre peculiar to himfelf, though not feen 
> by vulgar eyes. The gay ftatefman was changed into a 
a philofopher, equal to any of the fages of antiquity. The 
wifdom of Socrates, the dignity and eafe of Pliny, and the 
X 3 “© wit 
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6¢ wit of Horace appeared in al} his writings and converfation.” 
¢ You cannot defire a pi€ture more highly finithed ! 
* He furvived his father, Henry lord vifcount St. Jobs, nine . 
¢ years and feven months ; but he did not furvive to his 
* by eleven years, though, at the time of his deceafe, he 
* wanted but one of fourfcore. He out-bived his fecond lady, 
¢ and all his brothers. He refided for feveral years, and breathed 
© his laft in the ancient family-feat at Batterfea; a circum- 
© ftance he earneftly wifhed, and took care, by his laft will 
© and teftament, to fecure his writings from oblivion or inter- 
© polation. To thefe particulars, when I add, that he died 
© November the fifteenth, 1751, I hope I have fully difcharged 
< my promife, and given you all the lights you can reafonably 
© expeét, with regard to his perfonal and political hiftory. [| 
¢ am confident that I have done it with great impartiality, as 
« I fhould be very forry either to injure the dead or the living 
S$ in your opinion, which I take to be the moft unworthy me- 
© thod of repaying the confidence repofed in their feniors, by 
< young men, who are generally without art themfelves, an¢ 
© therefore not fufpicious of it in others.’ 
Thus have we finifhed our account of this performance, 


and by the view we have given, our readers, we apprehend, 
will be enabled to form a juft idea of it. : re , 





—_—" 


ArT xLit. Obdfervations on the Virtues and Operations of 


Mepicines. By Bryan Robinfon, 4. D, 8vo. 
3s. few’d, Nourfe. | a, Oe 


His medical writer, who appears to be a confiderable 
mathematician, and abounds with analytical refolutions 

and demonttrations, fets out with an affertion, * That, as the 
‘ virtues and operations of medicines depend on the powers of 
* their fmall particles; fo the powers of thefe depend on 
* a@ther and light ;’ of which he therefore enters on a fhort 
account, as he calls it: and this he propofes todo from Sir 
Haae Newton’s letter to mr. Boyle in his Optics, from his 
Principia, and from a former differtation of his own, print- 
ed in 1743. Many of the immediately enfuing pages are em~ 
ployed in feveral long citations from Sir //aac, belides {ome from 
Leuwenhoek, dr. Martine, and other authors ; in tables of the 
different degrees of heat at Dublin, Edinburgh, Carolia, Mi- 
morca and ‘Jamaica; in a table of the different velocities of 
found, of acannon ball, of all the planets, and of light, which 
he fuppofes to confift of groffer parts than the «ther ; whofe 
. : F vibrations 
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vibrations he afferts to have a greater velocity than the rays 
of light. He affirms, (p. 64 and 65), that this ather is the 
adequate, fole, and true caufe of mufcular motion: he does 
not admit the affiftance of any animal fluid concurting:to it ; 
and as the beft microfcopes have never difcovered the nerves 
to be pipes, he explodes the fuppofition of any animal fpirits 
fecreted in the brain, or having any fhare in the production 
of mufcular motion, and thinks all explanations of difeafes on 
that Aypothefis fhould be rejected. 

This gentleman is undoubtedly very learned and ingenious 
in the fcience of quantity, number and motion; by which he 
has endeavoured, in his former writings, to account for the 
principal operations and phencmena of animal bodies, from the 
properties and energy of Sir Jiaac’s ether, which he applies 
here to the effe&ts of medicines on them. But, as it natu- 
rally happens that writers, much accuftomed te deal in real or 
apparent demontftrations, fometimes contract a manner of dog- 
matizing with their évgnxe, on fuch recondite fubjects, as will 
probably elude the penetration of the moft acute and profound 
inveftigator, he might have reflected, that the tubulofity of 
the nerves being indifcoverable by the beft microfcopes, wag 
no fufficient demonftration of their not having any; fince the 
orifices of the la€teals, where they rife from the inteftines, 
are faid to be equally indifcoverable by the greateft magni- 
fiers; and yet we have a fufficient demontftration from the vi- 
fible repletion of the Jaéteals, that there are fuch invifible orj- 
fices. He might have reflected too on the known experiment 
from a ligature of the phrenic nerve, on the many probable 
arguments adduced by Haller *, and others, for the fecretion 
of a fluid in the brain; from the extraordinary portion of 
blood brought to it, which it.is fcarcely probable is folely 
deftined to the nutrition or repair of it, from the growth of 
the brain, &%c, and if his ether Hppmestes all bodies, as it is 
probably fuppofed, it muft be -in the blocd too, from whence 
the porofities, at /ea/?, of the nerves might imbibe or attrac 
it; and this being a fluid, and in this inftance fecreted from 
an animal one, might with tolerable propriety be termed an 
animal fluid, if not animal fpirits. | 

After a table of the fpecific gravities of different bodies from 


Sir Ifaac Newton, there fo!low fome calculations of the healthg . 


ful and morbid weight of the blood and ferum, which are fucs, 


ceeded by a citation of his paper de natu acidorum, as printed gg 


X 4 Ww 


* See our Revieay for January 1752, P. §0, 3. 
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ih Harris’s lexicon technicum, and a contraction of his table of 
refraflive bodies and powers, with his refleCtions on them. 
A citation is annexed of the fame great author’s experiments 
for difcovering the compofition of particles of falt, and the 


‘manner. in which they are deftroyed by drawing away the 


watry acid, which, united with earth, conftituted them. 

Dr. Rodinjén next gives us a contraétion of dr. ng. gt 
table of the proportion of the human blood and ferum, and of 
the cohefion of the craffamentum ; which tables, our author 
juttly obferves, would have been {till more perfeét, if the had 
given us the fpecific gravity (and he might have added the 
feparate analy/is too) of the ferum. Then after premifing fome 
microfcopica] obfervations from Leuwenboek, tp demonttrate, 
that the increafed motion of the blood can remove obftruéti- 
ons, from its grumofity, and a pafiage from the Optics, to 
make it probable, that bodies reccive much of their aétivity 
from the light that enters into their compolition, he tells us, 
(p. 113.) that he now proceeds to give an account of the vir- 
gues and operations of MEDICINES. 

He begins with water; and, after afferting, that all vege- 
tables and animals grow out of water, and watry tinctures 
and falts, he annexes a table of the growth and perfpiration 
of different plants of mint, to give fome idea of accretion. 
This leads him to obferve an analogy between plants and ani- 
mals ; from which, as they may fuggeft a few pradtical hints, 
we fhall feleét the following obfervations. : 

¢ Hot beds, fays he, accelerate the growth of plants; but 
€ fuch plants are commonly fhort-lived. And human bodies 
© grow fafter in hot countries than in cold, and for the moft 
€ part are fhorter lived. 

‘ Plants in hot beds are moft injured by cold. And human 
bodies, heated by exercifegr fpirituous liquors, are more in- 
* jured by cold than othersh , 

¢ Cold watry plants, which thrive beft in water, or in cool, 
© fhady and moift ground, are larger than hot and dry plants, 
€ which delight in dry ground expofed to the fun, And hu- 
¢ ‘man bodies, which are nourifhed by a cool, liquid or moift 
* diet, are generally more bulky than thofe which are nou- 
* rifhed by a warm and dry food. 

' § A certain top requires a certain root to nourifh and fup- 
‘ port it; and confeqpently, if the root be leffened, the top 
© muft be fo too. ‘ 
'“€ In human bodies, if the quantity of food be too little, 
* the quantity and motion of the blood will leffen, and the fkin 
ar * grow 
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grow palé ; which anfwers to the withering of the top tn 
trees, wheti the rodt, by whith thé noutithment is fupplied, 
is too {mall for it. 
© A weak tree muft be pruned fhott, to invigorate the 
new fhoots, ahd 4 ftrong tree muft be pruned long, to 
weakeh them. A trée decdyitiz, anid not to be recovered 
by cormimon watéring, viz. by pouring a quantity of water 
all at once, has been reftored by conveying water to it by 
drops from the end of a lift of rope, whofe other end is put 
into a veflel filled with water. And grievous difeafes have 
been cured by leffening the quantity of food. This was 
the cafe of Cornaro. 

‘ Trees in a wet foil ate moft fubjeét to gum and canker. 
© And men who have moift and wet habitations are fubject to 
« difeafes, efpecially if there be much wood about them; 
¢ for woody counttics ate found by experience to be un- 
© healthy.’ 

We have next a citation of near eight pages on light and 
its properties, from the Opiics, which, though highly vakia- 
ble and entertaining, we fhall rather refer to than recite. 
We cannot omit to obferve, however, that this grand philo- 
fopher, whofe knowledge and penetration was next to intuitive, 
generally propofes his noble and profound infights into nature, 
rather as queries than affertions. This furnifhes us with a 
convincing inftance of that humility, which generally accom- 
panies the moft ample and elevated comprehenfion, and de- 
ferves a more frequent imitation from other writers, who are 
fuch in confequence of ‘his having wrote. About 60 pages in 
this performance, of 216, are cited from Sir J/aac, exclufive 
of'many other writers. Such citations however, muft be ac- 
ceptable to thofe readers of this treatife who have not the 
originals. | 
_ To come at length to fome medical application of this theo- 
ry, Dr. Robinfon refers to a few obfervations, p. 63, which 
he conceives have fhewn the effects of vomits on the motion 
of the blood, and propofes to evince their great ufefulnefs in 
the cure of difeafes, by feveral cafes which he fubjoins. And 
though no experienced ‘phyfician will deny, that vomits are 
often rationally indicated, both as evacuants and ftimulants, 
We are apt to conceive the long repetition of them enjoined 
by this gentleman, and in fome of the difeafes for which he 
ordered them, will not be fuddenly tranfcribed into current 
practice: yet, as we can ‘have no fort of objeétion to their ut- 
moft fuccefs, we fhall contract a few of them, to give the 
praGtice a fair hearing. : 
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The firft patient, about 30, was fubject to frequent returns 
of a difcharge of blood from the lungs, from which he was, in 
a great meafure, freed, for eight years before he died, by the 
frequent ufe of vomits. He began with 30, and proceeded to 
40 grains of ipecacuana, which he took three times a week, 
with fix or feven quarts of ftrong chamomile tea; but when 
he had a cold, to which he was very fubjeét, he took them 
two or three fucceffive nights. He fometimes, by his friends 
advice, took tar-water, which conftantly, brought on a {pitting 
of blood, which the vomits as conftantly removed. The fe- 
cond had copious difcharges of blood, from his lungs, for 12 
years, in fpight of many medicines, from which a courfe of 
vomits freed him. We are told he ufed vomits, with fuccefs, 
for eight years, and then died of a pulmonary phthifs. A 
third, who fpit up blood, and fetid matter, after a pleurify, 
vomited, every day, for a whole year, with chamomile tea, 
and twice a day, for fix weeks, of it; by which, with riding, 
and a ftrengthening regimen, the fymptoms abated ; but going 
to France, where his hemorrhage returned, his phyficians 
there bled him, repeatedly, in {mall quantities, and ordered a 
cooling incraflating diet, which only weakening him, he re- 
turned home, and ‘foon died. The fourth and fifth patients 
recovered, and, as we are told, from impofthumations of the 
Jungs. The fixth: cafe informs us of about as many patients, 
heétical and purulent after pleurifies, all cured in an hofpital, 
by vomiting them every day, and allowing them the flefh diet 
of the houfe. The feventh patient died, and the eighth, as 
the doctor apprehended, from too early a difcontinuance of 
his vomits. ‘The ninth patient, in a confiderable bemoptoe, 
lived, The tenth, a woman troubled with a flooding, reco- 
vered, after vomiting every other day, for two months, with 
chamomile tea. Of the remaining feven but one died, though 
not till after he was cured of an inflammation of the lungs, by 
once bleeding, and vomiting, with chamomile tea, once or 
twice a day, for fix or feven days. The doétor found, that, 
under a courfe of vomits, as he rightly terms them, the diet 
fhould be ftrengthening and warming. It is but natural for 
him, after this, to commend Dr. Woedward’s method, which 
was fo nearly his own. 

But, were we to fuppofe the great probability of a man’s 
living feveral years extraordinary, by the affiftance of thefe 
daily, or very frequent vomits, might not fome patients refufe 
to hold life itfelf on fuch a tenure, and conclude, Qui vivit 
medicé vivit miferé? It has been faid of epicures, that they 
feem to live but to eat ; and might it not be fuggefted of fuch 
patients, 
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tients, that they eat but to vomit? Befides, might not the 
daily habitude of fuch an evacuation tend to invert or retard 
tlie periftaltic motion of the guts, (which is no bad reafon for 
their repeated exhibition in fome diarrhaas and dyfenteries) and 
fo commute a difcharge, which nature intended for all ani- 
mals, for a very unnatural, and even convulfive one, which 
fhe rarely affeéts in hale perfons, and temperate livers ; and 
which, in a morbid ftate, is much oftener fymptomatic than 
critical, though it be fometimes partly fuch, as in the periodi- 
| cal exacerbation of fome clear intermittents, where feafonable 
< 








emetics have been found very efficacious. We have dwelt the 
longer on this point, not from the leaft intention of cavilling, it 
but as it may be of fome import to encourage or qualify thefe +, 
emetic courfes, which, in our own very fallible judgment, 
would refieé but little honour on any theory. Neverthelefs, 
it was ingenious, and even natural to fuggeft, at firft view 
| from the nearly total * obfcurity of the pulfe, during the ac- 

tion,of vomiting, that fuch a depreffion of it might tend to ftop oy ya/ée. papoin . 
a hémorrhage, as we find a deliguium generally does: ine 

Our learned author next proceeds to examine the ftrengthen- 
ing and relaxing qualities of different waters, juices, decoétions, 
tinCturess oils, and other fluids, by moiftening a hair in them 
for a given time, and then fufpending it for two minutes with j 
an appended weight of 300 grains. ‘Thefe trials, which were 

curious, appear, however, fomewhat minute and operofe ; 
and do not fufficiently demonftrate to us the do¢tor’s inference, 
viz. That we may learn from them, when the fibres are too 
ftrong or weak, and the fluids too thick or thin, by one fort 
of diet, how to redrefs the evil, if not inveterate, by a con- 
trary one. This infufficience arifes from moft of his liquids 
being no part of diet, and from our reflecting, that a hair, 
which is infenfible, and even excrementitious, may not have 
the very fame texture, as it certainly has not all the properties 
ef an irritable living fibre. 

Some experiments on the bile of animals, and fome reflec- 
tions on iron and mercury, nearly clofe this performance, the 
title of which might have induced us to hope for fome praéti- 
cal rationale of the operation of the bark, opium, fulphur, + 
antimony, cantharides, and a few fuch capital medicines ; yet 
for which, on the whole, the learned world muft thank the 1] 
doctor, as there has been great care and much calculation em- ! 
ployed in compofing it, and it is but candid to infer his phi- 
janthropy induced him to the publication. But it may be ob- 

ferved, 
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ferved, from its very abftra&ted and analytical compofition, 
that it is addreffed only to a few even of his own profeffion, 
as a majority feem to think, that a rational and falutary prac- 
tice of phyfic may be eftablifhed on a knowledge of the human 
ftruéture, and animal ceconomy, joined to obfervation, expe- 
rience, judicious reading, and a good praétical acquaintance 
with the fotce of remedies, without embarraffing themfelves 
confiderably about the quantity or ation of ¢ther and light in 
their compofition. We would be cautious, on the other hand, 
of undervaluing a moft ufeful and noble fcience, in which we 
are far from being adepts ; but it is certain, that fome very in- 
genious phyficians, not ill verfed in it, have long confefled it 
has been repeatedly mifapplied to fuch medical fubje&s, as by 
fo meafs afford the neceflary data for a right application of 
it ; of which we have, on another occafion, given our fenti- 
mentsmore diffufely, in the Review for May* 1752, p. 322 
That a few phyficians, however, whofe. geniufes have a re- 
markable tendency this way, fhould indulge them, will be very 
reafonable ; fince certain phyfical fubjeéts may allow niich 
clearer data than others ; and where they are fo circumftanced, 
the unftrained inferences muft be attended with force, and 
communicate great light and fatisfation. WN 





Montruity Catratocur, For Ogeber, 1752. 
M Isc RLLANEOUS. 


I. AA Petition of the under-farmers of the crown lands, te 
the king, to prevent the fmuggling of fouls. 8vo. 
6d. Baldwin, 

The above is a tranflation from the French, of an ironical 
paper, defigned to expofe the doctrine and practice of auricu- 
lar confeffion, as eftablifhed in the church of Rome; it is oc- 
cafioned by the prefent difputes betwixt the French clergy and 
the parliament of Paris; and is written with a humour and 
freedom that will hardly fail of pleafing thofe:who think with 
the author: if we may credit the news-papers, the original 
was condemned, and burnt by the executioner at Paris. 

I]. The Wiltfire new phenomenon; or, the free-thinking 
chriftian philofopher: being the philofophical eflays of mr. 
Charles White, hoftler, at the king’s-arms, at Sarum, on the 

following 


* See alfo the article relating to Rands/ph on Rath water, in the 
preceding part of this number: which article was drawn up by ano- 
ther band, 
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following fubjects, viz. 1. The being and attributes of God. 
2. —— comets. 3, The refurrection, 8vo. 64, 
Robinfon. 

The reader will: not expect to find in thefe eflays that pre- 
cifion and perfpicuity which are neceffaty in treating of philo- 
fophical fubjects; but, ‘notwithftanding'this, the author’s fen- 
timents are, many of them, very juft, and he appears to be a 
man of fenfe and modefty. 

IIL. ‘The Mijer of Mortere: In which, as abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to facilitate the French pronunciation, 1. The ¢, and 
4 mute, and thofe confonants that are not to be founded, are 
printed in Italic charaéters. 2. The majculine e open and fhut, 
that are founded, have their proper:accents. 3. As the fyl- 
lables ai, eai, ¢iy &9c. are always, and of very often founded 


like the one or the other of thefe two ¢’s, the _refpedctive |ac- . 
cent is placed over them, to determine the found. 4. The 


quantity of French fyllables are determined by two eafy rules, 
a feW excepted, -which are either marked with a circumflex, 
or taken notice of in the motes, that are interfperfed thro’ the 
whole PLay ; explaining every thing that is peculiar in the 
idiom or pronunciation ; and giving a fimilar found, in fome 
Englifo word, of any difficult fyHable in -the French. By 
Michael de Boiffy, barrifter at law in Paris, teacher of the 
‘modern languages at the accademy of Heath, Yorkjbire. 12mo. 
2s. Nourfe. 

As the F onth language is now become fo effential a part 
of polite education, every attempt to render the pronunciation 
of it'eafy, deferves to meet with due encouragement. The 
‘method our author has taken, appears to us to bid fairer for 
this purpofe than any other we have feen ; and - we therefore 
doubt not but his performance will be favourably received by 
the public. 

IV. Youth's friendly monitor; or, the affeGtionate fchool- 
‘mafter: containing his faft: pathetic farewel leGture to his young 
pupils, on their entrance into a bufy world; and their dili- 
gent purfuit after new employments : together with a poftfcript, 
pointing out, for their ferious perufal, fuch particular books, as 
muft ‘neceflarily enlarge their ideas, and form: their minds:to 
an early ‘regard to virtue and religion. 12mo. 1s. Read. 

This is one of the bett performances of the kind that we 
have ever feen, ‘it being, in our-opinion, the moft judicioufly 
adapted to anfwer the good purpofes intended by the worthy 
author ; and we. would recommend it to the perufal of all 
young perfons in general, as in this little compafs they will 
find 
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‘ae « find an excellent fyftem of religious and moral inftrudtion; 
calculated to improve their knowledge and direét their cona 
du&, thro’ the various ftages, relations, and duties of this 
| life. ‘The author’s language is good, and his manner patheti¢ 
ty and engaging. os 3 | 

V. A lick at a liar’: or, calumny deteéted. Being an oc= 

cafional letter to a friend, from Theophilus Cibbery comedian, 
8vo. 6d. Griffiths. 
This relates only to mr. Crbber’s private affairs. He had 
been accufed of flying from his creditors in Dublin and Livers 
pool, and has written the above pamphlet, to refute this af- 
perfion. | 

VI. 4 mifcellany, containing feveral traéts on various fub- 
jects. By the bithop of Cloyne. 8vo. 3s. fewed. Torifon 
and Company. 

There is nothing new in this colleftion, befide fome far- 
ther thoughts on tar-water; which are comprized in20 pages; 
and in which a number of remarkable cafes are recited, where- 
in this medicine has been found efficacious. The reft of the 
tracts are as under. 

1: A difcourfe addrefled to magiftrates and men in autho- 

fe rity. Occafioned by the enormous licence, and irreligion of 
| the times. Firft printed in 1736. 

z. A-word to the wife. Or, An exhortation to the.Roman 
catholic clergy of /reland. Firft printed in 1749. 

3. A letter to the Roman catholics of the diocefe of Cloyne. 

. Firft printed in 1745. 

Maxims concerning patriotifm. Firft printed in 1752. 
~ 5. The Querift. Containing feveral queries, propofed te 
“the confideration of the public. -.Firft printed in 1735. 

6. Verfes on the profpeé of planting arts and learning ia 
America. 

7. A propofal for the better fupplying of churches in our 
foreign plantations, and for converting the favage Americans to 
chriftianity, by a college to be ereéted in the Summer Iflands, 
otherwife called, Zhe J/les of Bermuda. Firft printed in 1725. 

8. A fermon preached before the incorporated fociety for 
the propagation of the gofpel in foreign parts ; at their annivet- 
fary meeting in the parifh-church of St. MJary-le- Bow, in 1731+ 
Firft printed in 1732. 

9g. DeMoru; five, De motus principio & natura, & he 
caufa communicationis motuum. Firft printedin 1721. 

10. An eflay towards preventing the ruin of Great Britaim 
Firft printed ia 1721. - 
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CONTROVERSIAL. 


VI. An anfwer to the defence of dr. FosteR’s fermon of 
catholic communion. In which the author of the examination 
is clearly vindicated from the afperfions of Philocatholicus. By 
Grantham Killingworth, 8vo. 6d. Cooper. 

As the fubftance of what mr. Killingworth has advanced in 
this piece is to be found in his examination, &¢. we fhall pot 


detain our readers with any account of it. 


VII. A letter from the archbifbop of Sens, to monf. ** * *, 
counfellor in the parliament of Paris. In anfwer to the par- 
liament’s arret againft the clergy of France, in refpect to the 
certificates of confeffion, and the bull Unigenitus. ‘Tranflated 
from the French original fupprefled by the parliament. vo. 


: 6d. Fefery. 


As the Englifh reader will fcarcely think himfelf much in- 
terefted in the contents of this prieftly expoftulation, which is 


only calculated for the fupport of popifh myftery and impofi- 


tion; we therefore fay no more of it. 

IX. The genuine fequel to the Effay on Spirit. Confirming 
the author’s notions in the firft part, by the authority of the 
primitive writers. With obfervations on fome late papers, in- 
titled, Anfwers to the faid effay. “To which is added, An ap- 


“pendix, touching fome propofals made by the authors of the 


Candid Difquifitios. S8vo. 1s. 6d. P. Baldwin. 
This performance is a kind of burlefque upon the E/fay on 
Spirit ; and all that can be learned from it, as far as we can 


judge, is, that the author has but very indifferent talents for 
ridicule, and that he is no friend to the Di/quifitions. R 


PoETRY. 


VIII. An epiftle from the honourable R EF, 
bis dear NANNY To which is added, A fatire on 1—d Or- 
rery’s remarks on the life and writings of dean Swift. Folio. 
6d. Sold by R. Lion: a fifitious name. 

Whether this epiftle really comes from the honourable per- 
fon meant by the initials in the title page, is a matter of fome 
doubt with us; but, whoever is the author, he has no’ great 
caufe to be vain of fuch a performance. It is written in dog- 
grel rhime ;' and contains a ludicrous defcription of the writer’s 
journey to E——4 ; but without affording any incident, wit, 
or humour, worth notice. The fatire on lord Orrery is on- 
ly a fort of epigram, with more ill-nature than wit. The 
publication of this pamphlet appears to be furreptitious ; it 
was therefore immediatcly fupprefled, 


fiictad J, Co3rt be Jogi — 
7 A flr 4110 ¢h ef. M Lact. ‘ 






















































































geo The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


Single SERMONS, fince September. 


I. R. Rudd’s, at Walmer, in Kent, Fuly 12. 1752, on 
: occafion of the general collection of charity, made 
within the provinces of Canterbury and York, by his maijefty’s 
fpecial appointment, in favour of the incorporated fociety for 
the propagation of the gofpel in foreign parts. 6d. Birt. 

2. Mr. Hurd’s, at Norwich aflizes, Fuly 29. 1752, on the 
mifchiefs of enthufiafm and bigotry. 4to. 6d. Rivington. 

3. Mr. Daye’s, at Kendal, on the death of the revd. Caleb 
Rotheram, D. J). who died Fune 8.1752. 6d. Noon. 

4- Mr. Wibberfley’s, at Neweafile afiizes, July 28. 1752. 
Printed at Newcafile by Thomfon, and fold alfo by Knapton 
and Hitch in London. 

5. Dr. Regis’s, upon the wonderful greatnefs of the Lorp 
Gop, which, though it appear every where, is yet perceived 
but by very few men to their great comfort. 6d. Oliver. 

6. Dr. Carter’s, at Deal, Auguft 9. 1752, befor@ the 
mayor, &c. upon a particular occalion. .8vo. 6d. Payne, 

In this plain (ermon, which was not compofed with a view 
to be made public, dr. Carter endeavours to fhew, that no 
doctrines, or expofition of doétrines, whether drawn up in 
creeds, or in other writings, either by a fingle man, or a body 
of men, ought to have authority in points of faith, or. be re- 
garded by. chriftians any farther than they difcern them to agree 
with the fenfe of fcripture. "This he applies particularly to 
the Athanafian creed, on which he {peaks his fentiments with 
great freedom, and tells us, that every member of the church 
of England is, by virtue of its fxth article, obliged to put fuch 
a meaning on this creed, and no other, as is warranted by holy 
writ, He endeavours likewife tofhew, that minifters, who fub- 
{cribe to the articles of the church of England, and to the book 
of common prayer, mutt be underflood, even by the church 
itfelf, to fubfcribe. to them in no other meaning whatever, 
hut fuch as is apprehended to be confonant to the infallible 
and authoritative word of God. What he fays upon this 
head however, we apprehend, will fatisfy but very few, and 
can never jultify the fubferibing fuch articles as the fub{criber 
dg not believe. 

t may not be improper to acquaint qur readers, that, in 
the preface to this fermon, the doctor takes occafion to de- 
clare, that the corporation now ftand perfeétly clear in his 


thoughts of having advifed or encouraged mr. Afay to prefent 


him in the fpiritual court, for neglecting to read the 4: hana~ 


fran creed on the days appointed by the rubsic,e = 
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